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Editorial Review

Review
'Like every art historian of my generation, my way of thinking about pictures has been in large measure
shaped by Ernst Gombrich.'

'More people...have been introduced to the world of fine art, in the last 45 years, through Ernst Gombrich's
The Story of Art than through any other single book.'

'The great gift he gave us was to make the living process of art understandable to us all. Rather than a dry
cultural history, he made looking at art -- that perceptual experience -- an adventure.'

'It is hard to overstate my enthusiasm for...one of the pivotal works in the great cause of bringing people and
art together...A book to read, re-read, and...to savour lovingly like a classic vintage.'

'Gombrich has done more than any other human being to draw people towards an enlightened understanding
of art... Wearing his immense learning lightly, tackling abstract ideas without losing his readers in jargon, he
has attracted a devoted following.'

'Ernst Gombrich was the most famous art historian in the world. His reputation was based less on a particular
approach to the subject, or the mastery of a single period, than on the breadth of his interests and his skill at
making the history of art interesting to a non-specialist public.'

'The Story of Art was the first history of art which I read as a 19-year-old student. It was a revelation and I
could not put it down. It pushed open the door on some of the greatest achievements of the human spirit.
Written with love and scholarship, clarity and insight, it stands as a classic cornerstone in any appreciation of
art.'

'... did more than any other writer in the last 100 years to introduce a wider public to a love of art. Successive
generations of students have been drawn to The Story of Art, his erudite survey of Western art, and his Big
Idea: "There is no such thing as art -- there are only artists." An academic who stayed firmly outside his
profession's charmed circle, his book was intended as a rallying cry against snobbery and elitism, and has
remained a classic.'

From the Publisher
Renowned not only as the best concise introduction to art history, but also as a classic of art historical
literature, this text reflects the vast knowledge, insights, and expertise of one of this century's greatest art
historians and thinkers. Extensively illustrated, it treats the history of art -- both chronologically and
geographically -- as a continuous unfolding story.

From the Back Cover
Renowned not only as the best concise introduction to art history, but also as a classic of art historical
literature, this book reflects the vast knowledge, insights, and expertise of one of this century's greatest art
historians and thinkers. Extensively illustrated, it treats the history of art — both chronologically and
geographically — as a continuous unfolding story. Offers a vivid, enthusiastic, and interpretive narrative
written in direct, straightforward language — with technical terms always explained when they are
introduced. Focuses on the most significant works of Western art. Considers each work of art in its context:



shows how art reflects the historical setting, the artist's intentions, and the values of that civilization, and how
each artist built upon, or sometimes reacted against, the style of his/her predecessors. Contains chronological
charts, maps, and notes on art books. Illustrates all works that are discussed. Features a new design—with
each illustration appearing on the same spread as the narrative that discusses it.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Kellner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Story of Art. Try to face the book The Story of Art as your
pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Jason Harden:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Story of Art. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Story of Art. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Brian Register:

The book The Story of Art can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book The Story of Art? Some of you
have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Story of Art has simple shape however you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Lynn Bailey:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Story of Art why because the great cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually



fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.
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