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“Dazzling, passionate, a masterwork that ranks with Puzo’s best.”
—Nicholas Pileggi, author of Wiseguys

“One of his most satisfying works….A thoroughly entertaining posthumous
present from one of the masters of popular fiction.”
—Booklist

Mario Puzo’s final masterwork. A sweeping epic saga of corruption, greed,
treachery, and sin, The Family is the ultimate crowning achievement of the #1
New York Times bestselling novelist who gave the world The Godfather,
arguably the greatest Mafia crime novel ever written.  In The Family,
Puzo—whom the Washington Post calls, “A serious American talent”—plunges
reader into the colorful tumult of the Italian Renaissance, immersing them in the
roiling intrigues and deadly affairs of the remarkable family whose name has
always been synonymous with power, corruption, poison, and murder: the
infamous Borgias.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Before his death in [1999], Puzo (The Last Don) had begun work on a novel featuring the 15th-century
Borgias, whom he regarded as "the original crime family." There are obvious parallels between the Borgias
and the Corleone clan immortalized in The Godfather, but the resemblances are mostly superficial, at least as
they are presented in this limp historical romance. The story opens with Cardinal Rodrigo Borgia
manipulating papal elections in 1492 to become the new Pope Alexander. Determined to establish a family
dynasty, he appoints his son Cesare cardinal in his stead and, after a strategically engineered episode of
incest between siblings Cesare and Lucrezia, begins ruthlessly eliminating rivals and marrying his children
into alliances with the offspring of noble families of France and Spain. But Cesare would rather be a soldier,
and Lucrezia would rather marry for love; these conflicted desires contribute as much as risky political
power plays to undoing the Borgias in a single generation. Though Gino (Puzo's companion, author of Then
an Angel Came) is credited for the posthumous completion, Puzo's true collaborator is history, and it proves
a difficult partner. Obligated not to deviate from known facts, the narrative whizzes methodically through
highlights of the Renaissance, embellishing events with snatches of imagined dialogue, purple prose ("For
love can steal free will using no weapons but itself") and cameos by Machiavelli, Michelangelo and da
Vinci. Overwhelmed by the vast pageant of events, the characters never achieve dramatic stature. Puzo's
diehard fans will surely put the novel on their summer hit list, but they may feel, in Sonny Corleone's words,
that "this isn't personal, it's business." Major ad/promo; simultaneous HarperAudio and Large Print edition.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Much will probably be made of this last novel by the celebrated author of The Godfather and a slew of other
gangster novels. After Puzo's death in [1999], this historical fiction was completed by Carol Gino, his
companion. The subject is the misunderstood family Borgia, who were sometimes malevolent, always
maligned, and mostly political part Clintons, part Kennedys, part Sopranos. Spaniard Rodrigo Borgia
becomes Pope Alexander VI and moves into the Vatican with his mistresses and children. Alexander deeply
loves yet still controls his offspring, including the ambitious and handsome warrior Cesare, who wants to
shed his cardinal robes to lead the papal army in conquest of central Italy; the sweet but flawed Lucretia,
whose incestuous relationship with Cesare raises eyebrows; and lusty Juan, who carries on with the wife of
little brother Jofre, who in turn becomes murderously jealous. Most of the melodramatic murder and
mayhem comes straight out of the history books, but the characters lack depth, with their motivations only
mildly explored. This late 15th-century family's story is more soap opera than serious treatment of the
troubled dynasty that influenced the Renaissance.
- David Nudo, formerly with "Library Journal"
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
When Mario Puzo died in 1999, he had spent 15 years or so, on and off, working on this novel about the
Borgias: Rodrigo, who became Pope Alexander VI, and his famously villainous offspring, Cesare and
Lucrezia. Puzo put a lot of work into the story, and it shows: this posthumously published tale is one of his
most satisfying novels in a long, long time, far superior to most of his recent work. The saga is lush, full of
detail, with characters who manage to be larger than life while seeming entirely realistic. The dialogue is
slightly ornamented but never clumsy, and the plot is appropriately epic in scope, mixing fact and fiction
seamlessly. Families, of course, were Puzo's signature theme, and in the fifteenth-century Vatican he finds a

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


family as complex and multitextured as the Corleones. The book was completed by Puzo's companion,
novelist Carol Gino, but its tone is pure Puzo, start to finish. A thoroughly entertaining posthumous present
from one of the masters of popular fiction. David Pitt
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Family. All type of book
would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Gerald Magee:

The book The Family has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this
book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Leroy Raymond:

This The Family is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Family in your hand like having the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or
fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt which?

Stephen Stansbury:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the The Family when you needed it?
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