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The influential Italian architectural historian Manfredo Tafuri (1935--1994)
invoked the productive possibilities of crisis, writing that history is a "project of
crisis" ( progetto di crisi). In this entry in the Writing Architecture series, Marco
Biraghi explores Tafuri's multifaceted and often knotty oeuvre, using the
historian's concept of a project of crisis as a lens through which to examine his
historical construction of contemporary architecture.

Mindful of Tafuri's statement that there is no such thing as criticism, only history,
Biraghi carefully maps the influences on Tafuri's writing -- Walter Benjamin,
Karl Krauss, Massimo Cacciari, and the architect Ludovico Quaroni, among
others -- in order to create a portrait of one of the most complex minds in
twentieth-century architecture and architectural history. Tracing an arc from
Tafuri's first articles in the magazine Contropiano to the idea of contradiction at
the center of the project of crisis, Biraghi cites Tafuri's writing on some of his
contemporaries, including Louis Kahn, Le Corbusier, Robert Venturi, Aldo
Rossi, and the "Five Architects" (Peter Eisenman, Michael Graves, Charles
Gwathmey, John Hejduk, and Richard Meier). Tafuri's historical construction of
the contemporary, Biraghi explains, is based on the idea that the past is open,
providing the present with ever-changing and indeterminate form. There is no
contradiction between Tafuri the historian and Tafuri the contemporary critic,
only the greatest possible integration. The importance of Tafuri's interpretation of
architecture goes beyond mere academic or historiographic interest, Biraghi
argues; Tafuri's notion of the project of crisis is fundamentally important in
understanding our present-day architectural condition
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The influential Italian architectural historian Manfredo Tafuri (1935--1994) invoked the productive
possibilities of crisis, writing that history is a "project of crisis" ( progetto di crisi). In this entry in the
Writing Architecture series, Marco Biraghi explores Tafuri's multifaceted and often knotty oeuvre, using the
historian's concept of a project of crisis as a lens through which to examine his historical construction of
contemporary architecture.

Mindful of Tafuri's statement that there is no such thing as criticism, only history, Biraghi carefully maps the
influences on Tafuri's writing -- Walter Benjamin, Karl Krauss, Massimo Cacciari, and the architect
Ludovico Quaroni, among others -- in order to create a portrait of one of the most complex minds in
twentieth-century architecture and architectural history. Tracing an arc from Tafuri's first articles in the
magazine Contropiano to the idea of contradiction at the center of the project of crisis, Biraghi cites Tafuri's
writing on some of his contemporaries, including Louis Kahn, Le Corbusier, Robert Venturi, Aldo Rossi,
and the "Five Architects" (Peter Eisenman, Michael Graves, Charles Gwathmey, John Hejduk, and Richard
Meier). Tafuri's historical construction of the contemporary, Biraghi explains, is based on the idea that the
past is open, providing the present with ever-changing and indeterminate form. There is no contradiction
between Tafuri the historian and Tafuri the contemporary critic, only the greatest possible integration. The
importance of Tafuri's interpretation of architecture goes beyond mere academic or historiographic interest,
Biraghi argues; Tafuri's notion of the project of crisis is fundamentally important in understanding our
present-day architectural condition
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Marco Biraghi is Associate Professor of the History of Contemporary Architecture at Milan Polytechnic
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Drew:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Project of Crisis: Manfredo Tafuri
and Contemporary Architecture (Writing Architecture) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then
you still doubt Project of Crisis: Manfredo Tafuri and Contemporary Architecture (Writing Architecture) as
good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come
on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Maryann Goldberg:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Project of Crisis: Manfredo Tafuri
and Contemporary Architecture (Writing Architecture) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's see.

Charles Siegrist:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is identified as of book Project of Crisis: Manfredo Tafuri and Contemporary Architecture (Writing
Architecture). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one location to other place.



Jose Said:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Project of Crisis: Manfredo Tafuri and
Contemporary Architecture (Writing Architecture) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Project of Crisis: Manfredo Tafuri and
Contemporary Architecture (Writing Architecture) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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