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These two volumes examine a significant but previously neglected moment in
French cultural history: the emergence of French film theory and criticism before
the essays of André Bazin. Richard Abel has devised an organizational scheme of
six nearly symmetrical periods that serve to "bite into" the discursive flow of
early French writing on the cinema. Each of the periods is discussed in a separate
and extensive historical introduction, with convincing explications of the various
concepts current at the time. In each instance, Abel goes on to provide a
complementary anthology of selected texts in translation. Amounting to a
portable archive, these anthologies make available a rich selection of nearly one
hundred and fifty important texts, most of them never before published in
English.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This first volume of what the author calls a "history/anthology" of French film theory and criticism covers
the years 1907-1929. In these two decades, France produced some of the most extraordinary films of all
time: Georges Mèliés, René Clair, and Abel Gance, director of Napoleon, were all in their heyday. In a series
of essays interspersed with generous excerpts from his primary sources, Richard Abel demonstrates that
these filmmakers, along with writers like Jean Cocteau, Antonin Artaud, and even Colette, engaged in
fascinating critical debates about the meaning, the sociology, and the politics of their burgeoning national art.
This is the only book in English to collect these writers' ideas on the movies. It is invaluable reading for
anyone interested in the early history or modern theory of cinema.

Review
"Constitutes an excellent research tool for scholars of French cinema but also, importantly, for those
concerned with the development of film theory and criticism generally."--Ginette Vincendeau, Screen

"[Richard Abel] has put all interested in French cinema deeply in his debt."--D. J. Wenden, English
Historical Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edwin Dulac:

The publication untitled French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-1939. Volume 1:
1907-1929 (French Film Theory & Criticism) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the
book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-1939. Volume 1: 1907-1929 (French
Film Theory & Criticism) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Antonio Mock:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been exactly added.
This guide French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-1939. Volume 1: 1907-1929
(French Film Theory & Criticism) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.



Diana Slama:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology,
1907-1939. Volume 1: 1907-1929 (French Film Theory & Criticism) can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Helen Christopher:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology, 1907-1939. Volume 1: 1907-1929 (French
Film Theory & Criticism) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with that book French Film Theory and Criticism: A History/Anthology,
1907-1939. Volume 1: 1907-1929 (French Film Theory & Criticism). You can more attractive than now.
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