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Europe' s second Thirty Years War—an epoch of blood and ashes

Fire and Blood looks at the European crisis of the two world wars as asingle
historical sequence: the age of the European Civil War (1914-1945). Its overture
was played out in the trenches of the Great War; its coda on aruined continent. It
opened with conventional declarations of war and finished with “unconditional
surrender.” Proclamations of national unity led to eventual devastation, with
entire countries torn to pieces. During these three decades of deepening conflicts,
aclassical interstate conflict morphed into aglobal civil war, abandoning rules of
engagement and fought by irreducible enemies rather than legitimate adversaries,
each seeking the annihilation of its opponents. It was atime of both unchained
passions and industrial, rationalized massacre. Utilizing multiple sources, Enzo
Traverso depicts the dialectic of this era of wars, revolutions and genocides.
Rejecting commonplace notions of “totalitarian evil,” he rediscovers the feelings
and reinterprets the ideas of an age of intellectual and political commitment when
Europe shaped world history with its own collapse.
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Europe’ ssecond Thirty Years War—an epoch of blood and ashes

Fire and Blood |ooks at the European crisis of the two world wars as a single historical sequence: the age of
the European Civil War (1914-1945). Its overture was played out in the trenches of the Great War; its coda
on aruined continent. It opened with conventional declarations of war and finished with “unconditional
surrender.” Proclamations of national unity led to eventual devastation, with entire countries torn to pieces.
During these three decades of deepening conflicts, a classical interstate conflict morphed into a global civil
war, abandoning rules of engagement and fought by irreducible enemies rather than legitimate adversaries,
each seeking the annihilation of its opponents. It was atime of both unchained passions and industrial,
rationalized massacre. Utilizing multiple sources, Enzo Traverso depicts the dialectic of this era of wars,
revolutions and genocides. Rejecting commonplace notions of “totalitarian evil,” he rediscovers the feelings
and reinterprets the ideas of an age of intellectual and political commitment when Europe shaped world
history with its own collapse.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Enzo Traverso’sinvestigation is based on a brilliant—although controversiad—idea. It is an important book
that deserves to prompt vast and interesting debates.”

—Saul Friedlander, UCLA, author of Nazi Germany and the Jews and The Years of Extermination

“Written with empathy and perspicacity, Fire and Blood takes the measure of the explosion of
violence—revolutionary vs. counter-revolutionary, fascist vs. anti-fascist, military vs. civilian—that
constituted the European ‘civil war’ of the first half of the twentieth century. Enzo Traverso’s admirable
erudition and judiciousness make this work an indispensable synthesis.”

—Anson Rabinbach, Princeton University

“Despite thousands of books on the two world wars, we are still far from understanding the violence that tore
Europe apart between 1914 and 1945. By conceiving of the conflict as a civil war, Enzo Traverso provides
us with a new way to think about the disaster that continues to shape the twenty-first century.”

—Joanna Bourke, Birkbeck College

“Enzo Traverso's provocative book poses a profoundly important question to modern history. How can we
understand the ‘age of extremes’ (1914 to 1945) from a present—our present day in the west—that isin
general terms alergic to ‘ideology’ and convinced that ‘there is no aternative’ ? What happens when an
anodyne and self-satisfied liberalism projects its values back into an earlier era of intense political struggle?’
—Adam Tooze, Guardian

“Nuanced and erudite ... Fire and Blood is more than a history of a catastrophe that began a hundred years
ago. It isaso awarning of apotential future.”
—Ron Jacobs, CounterPunch

“Incisive, challenging, and compelling interpretation of the European wars of annihilation, whose
conseguences still reverberate.”
—George de Stefano, Pop Matters

“Remarkable.”
—Jonathan Sturgeon, Flavorwire

“Thiswonderful book ... isnot asimple history of [the 191445 period]. Rather it examines the ideas which
underlay the mass movements of the inter war years, and why the morality of pre-1914 Europe was
undermined by a generation scarred by the horror of the First World War.”

—ChrisBambery, CounterFire

“One must admire Traverso's ambitious synthesis of theory and recent scholarship.”
—Shelley Baranowski, University of Akron

“Thisisengaged history at itsbest ... Fire and Blood is a passionate and bracing contribution to the issues
that bedeviled Western political intellectuals in the age of extremism.”
—Russell Jacoby, UCLA, author of Bloodlust and The Last I ntellectuals



“A remarkable study on the palitics of violence.”
—Dan Diner, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, author of America in the Eyes of the Germans

“Fuently written and employing a synthetic approach that will appeal to the common reader.”
—Nitzan L ebovic, Haaretz

“Enzo Traverso has pulled off the rare reconstruction of a past epoch that pul sates with electric immediacy.
Fire and Blood fashions events happening seventy-five-to-one-hundred years ago to fed aslively and
pertinent as political debates taking place at present.”

—Alan Wald, Against the Current

“Cannot be neglected by anyone with the temerity to approach the subject in future.”
—AI Richardson, Revolutionary History

“A magisterial interpretation of an epoch that threw Europe into chaos; it is one of those great books on the
twentieth century which will be discussed in the coming years.”
—Alexandra L aignel-Lavastine, Le Monde

“[A] remarkable reinterpretation of the history of the ‘ Thirty Years War’ of the twentieth century ...
recreates the ethos of thistime.”
—NMuichae L 6wy, Le Monde Diplomatique

“The latest historiographical work of Enzo Traverso is the result of years, probably decades of investigation
on the topics of wars, fascist dictatorships, intellectual exile, the Holocaust and the Nazi violence. Until now,
he had approached them only separately, and today, at the height of his historiographical maturity, he gathers
themin aglobal interpretation of the most intricate, as well asterrible period of the history of the twentieth
century.”

—Marcello Flores, Dieci Libri dell’anno

“Sharply sketched ... impressive ... powerful ... Fire and Blood opens the window, letsin fresh air and
clearsthe intellectual fog.”
—Tim B. Mller, Siddeutsche Zeitung

“Even those who don't agree with many of Traverso’s theses and interpretations should undoubtedly
recognize that his particular analyses are impressive. His phenomenological approach to the manifestations
of violence and fear not only in socia and political life but also in music, arts, literature and movies of this
age, as he shows giving the examples of Igor Stravinsky, Max Beckmann, Louis Ferdinand Céline and Fritz
Lang, are instructive and stimulating.”

—Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

“One of the most significant books of the last decade—a great book that only a great historian could write.”
—Historiay Palitica

“The best general study on the European civil war ... A magnificent historical, political and philosophical
anaysis.”
—Sociologia Histérica

About the Author
Enzo Traver so taught political science for almost twenty years in France. Since 2013, he has been Susan



and Barton Winokur Professor in the Humanities at Cornell University. His publications, all trandated into
various languages, include more than ten authored and edited books, including The Marxists and the Jewish
Question, The Jews and Germany, Under standing the Nazi Genocide and The Origins of Naz Violence.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Phillip Her zog:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Fire and Blood: The European
Civil War, 1914-1945 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you can pick Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 become your personal
Starter.

Robert Rooks:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto learn a book. When you
learn abook you can get alots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read afiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Fire and Blood: The
European Civil War, 1914-1945 will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Sergio Espinoza:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Timothy Pace:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add



your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Fire and Blood: The European Civil War, 1914-1945 when you necessary it?
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