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It has long been said that clothes make the man (or woman), but is it still true
today? If so, how has the information clothes convey changed over the years?
Using a wide range of historical and contemporary materials, Diana Crane
demonstrates how the social significance of clothing has been transformed.

Crane compares nineteenth-century societies—France and the United
States—where social class was the most salient aspect of social identity signified
in clothing with late twentieth-century America, where lifestyle, gender, sexual
orientation, age, and ethnicity are more meaningful to individuals in constructing
their wardrobes. Today, clothes worn at work signify social class, but leisure
clothes convey meanings ranging from trite to political. In today's multicode
societies, clothes inhibit as well as facilitate communication between highly
fragmented social groups.

Crane extends her comparison by showing how nineteenth-century French
designers created fashions that suited lifestyles of Paris elites but that were also
widely adopted outside France. By contrast, today's designers operate in a global
marketplace, shaped by television, film, and popular music. No longer confined
to elites, trendsetters are drawn from many social groups, and most trends have
short trajectories. To assess the impact of fashion on women, Crane uses voices
of college-aged and middle-aged women who took part in focus groups. These
discussions yield fascinating information about women's perceptions of female
identity and sexuality in the fashion industry.

An absorbing work, Fashion and Its Social Agendas stands out as a critical study
of gender, fashion, and consumer culture.
"Why do people dress the way they do? How does clothing contribute to a
person's identity as a man or woman, as a white-collar professional or blue-collar
worker, as a preppie, yuppie, or nerd? How is it that dress no longer denotes
social class so much as lifestyle? . . . Intelligent and informative, [this] book
proposes thoughtful answers to some of these questions."-Library Journal
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It has long been said that clothes make the man (or woman), but is it still true today? If so, how has the
information clothes convey changed over the years? Using a wide range of historical and contemporary
materials, Diana Crane demonstrates how the social significance of clothing has been transformed.

Crane compares nineteenth-century societies—France and the United States—where social class was the
most salient aspect of social identity signified in clothing with late twentieth-century America, where
lifestyle, gender, sexual orientation, age, and ethnicity are more meaningful to individuals in constructing
their wardrobes. Today, clothes worn at work signify social class, but leisure clothes convey meanings
ranging from trite to political. In today's multicode societies, clothes inhibit as well as facilitate
communication between highly fragmented social groups.

Crane extends her comparison by showing how nineteenth-century French designers created fashions that
suited lifestyles of Paris elites but that were also widely adopted outside France. By contrast, today's
designers operate in a global marketplace, shaped by television, film, and popular music. No longer confined
to elites, trendsetters are drawn from many social groups, and most trends have short trajectories. To assess
the impact of fashion on women, Crane uses voices of college-aged and middle-aged women who took part
in focus groups. These discussions yield fascinating information about women's perceptions of female
identity and sexuality in the fashion industry.

An absorbing work, Fashion and Its Social Agendas stands out as a critical study of gender, fashion, and
consumer culture.
"Why do people dress the way they do? How does clothing contribute to a person's identity as a man or
woman, as a white-collar professional or blue-collar worker, as a preppie, yuppie, or nerd? How is it that
dress no longer denotes social class so much as lifestyle? . . . Intelligent and informative, [this] book
proposes thoughtful answers to some of these questions."-Library Journal
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Why do people dress the way they do? How does clothing contribute to a person's identity as a man or
woman, as a white-collar professional or blue-collar worker, as a preppie, yuppie, or nerd? How is it that
dress no longer denotes social class so much as lifestyle, whatever that is? Is haute couture defunct? Why
may women wear pants and everything else men do, yet men may not wear skirts and everything else women
do? Crane (sociology, Univ. of Pennsylvania; The Transformation of the Avant-Garde) has written widely on
the history and sociology of the arts, the news and entertainment media, fashion in clothing, and other
material goods. Intelligent and informative, the book proposes thoughtful answers to some of these questions
and helps us find our own answers to similar questions. While highly readable and thus accessible to the
casual reader, this is a scholarly work intended mainly for an academic audience. Recommended for
academic libraries and public libraries with substantial collections in art and culture.DJames F. DeRoche,
Alexandria, VA
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Inside Flap

What are you wearing-and what does it mean? In this absorbing book, Diana Crane explores the social
significance of clothing-from denoting class in the 19th century to ethnicity, sexual orientation, or political
beliefs in the 20th-and assesses both the role of fashion in creating identity and the roles of media and
consumerism in creating fashion itself.

About the Author

Diana Crane is a professor of sociology at the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Virginia Warriner:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class,
Gender, and Identity in Clothing book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Bertha Montes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Fashion and Its Social Agendas:
Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to



make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still question Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing as good book not just
by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal
with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Paul Ring:

This Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this Fashion and Its
Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Ann Reiter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing when you
required it?
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