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Emil Staiger (1908–1987), a native of Switzerland, was one of the foremost
scholars in the field of literary studies. Grundbegriffe der Poetik is a monument
in the history of literary criticism that has been unavailable to the English reader
until now. Of Staiger's works, Poetics is probably the most radical, the most
disruptive, for it constructs a revolutionary new poetics and erects it alongside
the old traditional Aristotelian one. Here Staiger challenges the usefulness of the
most distinguished of Western literary critical paradigms, the genre theory, that
since the eighteenth century has been part of critics' indispensable theoretical
equipment—a sort of literary sine qua non. In its stead, Staiger proposes to
explain literary genres on the basis of fundamental patterns of literary creativity.
He selects his examples from various European literary traditions, thus engaging
the scholar as well as the comparatist in national literatures. By choosing an
inductive method, he speaks to all concerned with literary values.

In her introduction, Luanne Frank establishes how the Poetics mediates between
those modes of criticism current in the 1940s and those of the 1980s, as well as
between those held by European scholars and those embraced by American
scholars. Frank places Staiger's work within the history of genre criticism from
an American perspective, defines its goals and merits, and formulates a critical
response long overdue in Europe and most welcome in the United States.
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Emil Staiger (1908–1987), a native of Switzerland, was one of the foremost scholars in the field of literary
studies. Grundbegriffe der Poetik is a monument in the history of literary criticism that has been unavailable
to the English reader until now. Of Staiger's works, Poetics is probably the most radical, the most disruptive,
for it constructs a revolutionary new poetics and erects it alongside the old traditional Aristotelian one. Here
Staiger challenges the usefulness of the most distinguished of Western literary critical paradigms, the genre
theory, that since the eighteenth century has been part of critics' indispensable theoretical equipment—a sort
of literary sine qua non. In its stead, Staiger proposes to explain literary genres on the basis of fundamental
patterns of literary creativity. He selects his examples from various European literary traditions, thus
engaging the scholar as well as the comparatist in national literatures. By choosing an inductive method, he
speaks to all concerned with literary values.

In her introduction, Luanne Frank establishes how the Poetics mediates between those modes of criticism
current in the 1940s and those of the 1980s, as well as between those held by European scholars and those
embraced by American scholars. Frank places Staiger's work within the history of genre criticism from an
American perspective, defines its goals and merits, and formulates a critical response long overdue in Europe
and most welcome in the United States.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author

Janette C. Hudson is a lecturer in the German department at the University of Virginia.

Luanne Frank is Associate Professor of English at the University of Texas, Arlington.

Marianne Burkhard has published widely in the fields of German and Swiss literature and women in
literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Morrison:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Basic Concepts of Poetics (Penn
State Series in German Literature) as your daily resource information.

Alex Jose:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Basic Concepts of Poetics
(Penn State Series in German Literature) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Basic Concepts of Poetics (Penn State Series in
German Literature) become your own starter.

Wm Dunlap:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go



through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Basic Concepts of
Poetics (Penn State Series in German Literature) provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Jennifer Lewis:

Beside this Basic Concepts of Poetics (Penn State Series in German Literature) in your phone, it can give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Basic Concepts of Poetics (Penn State Series in German Literature)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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