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In May 1987, Colorado Senator Gary Hart—a dashing, reform-minded
Democrat—seemed a lock for the party’s presidential nomination and led George
H. W. Bush by double digits in the polls. Then, in one tumultuous week, rumors
of marital infidelity and a newspaper’s stakeout of Hart’s home resulted in a
media frenzy the likes of which had never been seen before.
 
Through the spellbindingly reported story of the Senator’s fall from grace, Matt
Bai, Yahoo News columnist and former chief political correspondent for The
New York Times Magazine, shows the Hart affair to be far more than one man’s
tragedy: rather, it marked a crucial turning point in the ethos of political media,
and the new norms of life in the public eye. All the Truth Is Out is a tour de force
portrait of the American way of politics at the highest level, one that changes our
understanding of how we elect our presidents and how the bedrock of American
values has shifted under our feet.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Perhaps you’re one of the many millions who believe something has gone sadly wrong in national politics. .
. . If so, All the Truth Is Out is for you.”
—The Dallas Morning News

“A volume of insight and wisdom, an uncommon page-turner about the turning points we don’t recognize
until we’re too far beyond them to turn back.”
—Minneapolis Star Tribune 

“In buoyant, vivid prose . . . All the Truth Is Out gives the reader a visceral appreciation of how our political
discourse has changed in the last two and a half decades, and how those changes reflect broader cultural and
social shifts.”
—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
 
“An introspective book that is set in another era but offers insights into ours. . . . Bai says what is
obvious—that the Donna Rice furor irreparably hurt Hart—but he also says what is less obvious, and very
wise: that it hurt us all.”
—The Boston Globe

“A miniclassic of political journalism that will restart the debate of 1987.”
—Jack Shafer, The New York Times Book Review
 
“Compelling. . . . Bai’s superb book provokes many questions, and I gulped it down in a single sitting.”
—Ken Auletta, The New Yorker
 
“This book isn’t just for politicos. It is a must read for anyone interested in contemporary politics and
media.”
—The Christian Science Monitor
 
 “All the Truth Is Out offers a terrific portrait of how news gets made…It’s riveting, a slow-motion car crash
. . . [with] shrewd observations on the miserable state of contemporary political journalism (and politicians). .
. . The media, as Hart experienced, pick and choose raw material from an individual life and fashion an
image that often bears only a slim resemblance to the human being behind it. What matters is not who
someone really is or what he has done. What matters is the symbolic need he meets.”
—Salon
 
“Bai doesn’t just make an argument: He tells the juicy Hart story all over again, right down to the oil-stained
alley in which reporters cornered the candidate and interrogated him about the blonde in his apartment. . . .
Bai’s important call for perspective is a reminder to all of us in the press and the electorate to recognize the
complexity of the human condition, whether we’re casting aside candidates because they wear a funny
helmet in a tank or because they once committed adultery.”
—Slate
 
“Fast-moving [and] vivid. . . . This book will tell you a lot about what politics asks of and takes out of
people, and about the highly imperfect ways in which we now assess ‘character’ and ‘substance’ when



choosing our leaders.”
—The Atlantic
 
“You think you know it all: Donna Rice, Monkey Business, Hart taunting the press. You don’t. The
combustible mix of new technology and politics was birthed in [the 1987] presidential campaign, and there
was no turning back.”
—NPR
 
“Bai . . . tells [Hart’s] story with details that only great reporting can provide.”
—Los Angeles Times
 
“A masterfully written account . . . this first-rate work of political journalism will fan embers long thought to
have gone out.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review

“Bai shows that he is [Richard Ben] Cramer’s worthy successor—his important cautionary tale will resonate
with journalists and members of the media as well as with political players and readers of current history.”
—Library Journal, starred review
 
 “In the tradition of his friend Richard Ben Cramer, Matt Bai astonishes us by delving deeply into a story and
thus overturning our views about how the press should cover politics. This fascinating and deeply significant
tale shows how the rules of American politics and journalism were upended for the worse by the frenzied
coverage of Gary Hart’s personal life. The soot still darkens our political process.”
—Walter Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs
 
“What a tally of loss is to be found in this passionate and unsparing book about a turning point in modern
America—an insider’s account, brilliantly told by one of America’s finest political journalists.”
—Lawrence Wright, author of The Looming Tower
 

About the Author

Matt Bai is the national political columnist for Yahoo News. For more than a decade he was a political
correspondent for The New York Times Magazine, where he covered three presidential campaigns. He is the
author of The Argument: Billionaires, Bloggers, and the Battle to Remake Democratic Politics, named a
notable book of 2007 by The New York Times. He lives in Bethesda, Maryland.
 
www.mattbai.com

@mattbai

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Candidates for president—and for most other significant offices, really—don’t try to explain their ideas or
their theories of the moment anymore. It’s hard to know if they really have any. Technology had a lot to do
with this, of course. Kerry’s controversial quote overwhelmed his campaign, at least for a few days, because
of the twenty-four-hour cable news cycle that hadn’t even existed when Hart ran back in 1987—a senselessly
competitive environment where inexperienced producers fixate on whatever minutiae seems new, to the
exclusion of all else, and where reporters and pundits rush into TV studios armed with little more than vague
impressions. (It struck me, watching some of the coverage of the Kerry “nuisance” controversy, how few of



the commentators seemed to have actually read the piece they were talking about.) But the reverberation of
that one comment would have been exponentially louder just four years later, with the sudden popularity of
blogs and sites like YouTube and Facebook, and it would have been downright deafening four years after
that, after Twitter had taken over the world.
 
By now, every candidate knows that a single misspoken line, a single emotional or ill-advisedly candid
moment, can become a full-blown, existential crisis by the time the bus pulls up at the next rally. And if
there’s not much room for nuance in a cable TV report, there’s none in 140 characters, which means that
even a well- articulated argument can (and almost certainly will) be reduced and distorted by the time it
reaches the vast majority of voters who will pay attention. Rarely is any candidate willing to risk sudden
implosion by actually thinking through the complex issues out loud, as the most talented politicians of Hart’s
day were accustomed to doing; it’s safer to traffic in poll-tested, blandly comforting gibberish about
“middle-class jobs” and “ending business as usual,” which disturbs no one and does no harm. It’s safer to tell
yourself, as Joe Lockhart did, that you really don’t need to cater to reporters anymore, because you can talk
to your own email list directly instead. Candidates routinely complain that reporters never talk to them about
the actual substance of governing, but the truth is that with few exceptions, when you ask them to do exactly
that, their reflexive response is no.
 
At the heart of this changed dynamic, though, isn’t merely a technological shift in the nation’s media, but a
cultural one. There was a time when politicians and the journalists who covered them, however adversarial
their relationship might become at times, shared a basic sense of common purpose. The candidate’s job was
to win an argument about the direction of the country, and the media’s job was to explain that argument and
the tactics with which it was disseminated. Neither could succeed without the basic, if sometimes grudging,
cooperation of the other, and often, as in the case of Hart and some of his older colleagues in the media, there
existed a genuine trust and camaraderie. Modern media critics might deride these kinds of relationships as
coziness or corruption, but there was a very real benefit to it for the voters, which was context. Reporters
who really knew a politician could tell the difference between, say, a candidate who had misspoken from
exhaustion and one who didn’t know his facts. They could be expected to discern between a rank hypocrite,
on one hand, and a candidate who had actually thought something through and adjusted his views, on the
other.
 
In his engaging book The Eighteen-Day Running Mate, about Tom Eagleton’s disastrous foray into national
politics, Joshua Glasser describes how a bevy of reporters actually camped out in Eagleton’s hotel suite so
they could be there if McGovern called to offer him the number two spot on the ticket. (He did, and they
were.) Later, when Eagleton’s candidacy was in peril, a few reporters went down to the tennis courts at the
lodge where they and McGovern were staying, because the nominee was playing a match and they wanted to
ask him a few questions. McGovern invited them to ride back to the lodge with him so they could talk.
 
Glasser relays these scenes as if they were commonplace, and yet they jolted me when I read them; to
someone who has covered multiple presidential campaigns in the modern era, it couldn’t have sounded any
more bizarre if he had reported that McGovern had personally murdered a reporter and disposed of the body.
In today’s political climate, even if I could somehow manage to find out where the candidate was spending
his downtime, I wouldn’t get within a hundred yards of that tennis court without being turned away, probably
with a stern lecture. Today, even a phone call from someone like me requesting a routine interview mobilizes
a phalanx of highly paid consultants whose job it is to deflect my questions and then, if they see any merit in
having the candidate cooperate, to orchestrate and rehearse his responses.
 
“You didn’t prep for a candidate’s meeting with Jack Germond,” Joe Trippi told me when we talked. “What
you’d want is for a candidate to just have a beer with Germond and answer his questions, you know? And



back then, frankly, most of them could.” Now, Trippi told me bluntly, “No one would walk into an interview
with you unprepped. I wouldn’t let it happen.”
 
That’s largely because, beginning with Watergate and culminating in Gary Hart’s unraveling, the cardinal
objective of all political journalism had shifted, from a focus on agendas to a focus on narrow notions of
character, from illuminating worldviews to exposing falsehoods. Whatever sense of commonality between
candidates and reporters that existed in McGovern’s day had, by the time my generation arrived on the scene,
been replaced by a kind of entrenched cold war. We aspired chiefly to show politicians for the impossibly
flawed human beings they were—a single-minded pursuit that reduced complex careers to isolated
transgressions. As the former senator Bob Kerrey, who had been accused of war crimes in Vietnam after a
distinguished career in public service, told me once: “We’re not the worst thing we’ve ever done in our lives,
and there’s a tendency to think that we are.” That quote, I thought, should have been posted on the wall of
every newsroom in the country, just to remind us that it was true.
 
Predictably, politicians responded to all this with a determination to give us nothing that might aid in the
hunt to expose them, even if it meant obscuring the convictions and contradictions that made them actual
human beings. Both sides retreated to our respective camps, where we strategized about how to outwit and
outflank the other, occasionally to our own benefit but rarely to the voters’.
 
Maybe this made our media a sharper guardian of the public interest against frauds and hypocrites. But it
also made it hard for any thoughtful politician to offer arguments that might be considered nuanced or
controversial. And, just as consequential, the post-Hart climate made it much easier for candidates who
weren’t especially thoughtful—who didn’t have any complex understanding of governance, or even much
affinity for it—to gain national prominence. When a politician could duck any real intellectual scrutiny
simply by deriding the evident triviality of the media, when the status quo was to never say anything that
required more than ten words’ worth of explanation, then pretty much anyone could rail against the system
and glide through the process without having to establish more than a passing familiarity with the issues. As
long as you weren’t delinquent on your taxes or having an affair with a stripper or engaged in some other
form of rank duplicity, you could run as a “Tea Partier” or a “populist” without ever having to elaborate on
what you actually believed or what you would do for the country.
 
All of which probably has some bearing on why, more than a quarter century after Hart disappeared from
political life, both our elected leaders and our political media have fallen so far in the esteem of voters who
judge both to be smaller than the country deserves. At the outset of Barack Obama’s second term in office,
only a quarter of Americans said they trusted government to do the right thing all or even most of the time,
according to Pew Research polling. (That number later dropped after a series of self-manufactured budget
crises in Congress.) Meanwhile, between 1997 and 2013, trust in the mass media fell almost ten points. Four
decades after the legend of Woodward and Bernstein came into being, only 28 percent of Americans were
willing to say that journalists contributed a lot to society’s well-being—a showing that lagged behind almost
every other professional group.
 
Thank heaven for lawyers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Matilda Greiner:

This book untitled All the Truth Is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid to be one of several books which



best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Susan Jun:

All the Truth Is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing All the Truth Is Out: The
Week Politics Went Tabloid nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial considering.

Jolene Rivera:

The book untitled All the Truth Is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice go through.

Piedad Trainor:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
All the Truth Is Out: The Week Politics Went Tabloid we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book All the Truth Is Out: The Week
Politics Went Tabloid. You can more pleasing than now.
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