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"Wreck of the Medusa' is the same book, only retitled, as one called "Death
Raft."

In July, 1816, a French frigate ran aground on a sandbar forty miles off the coast
of Africa. Forced to abandon ship, 150 men and women embarked on an
overloaded makeshift raft. After twelve days of riots, mutiny, murder, and,
ultimately, cannibalism, only fifteen were alive.

"If Alive chilled your soul, read this...One of the strangest and most

horrifying true stories ever told."-John Fowles

"One of the gridiest of sea epics...afirgt-rate piece of work."-Newsweek
"Compelling."-Washington Post

"Superior non-fiction." -Wall Street Journal

"Impossible to put down."-Kirkus Reviews

"Weird and tragic...a spellbinding drama that made its mark on
history."-Publishers Weekly

"The most horrible sea tragedy of the century."-Business Week

"If anything makes that soccer team's ordeal in the Andes seem tame, this story
does."-Chicago Daily News
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In July 1816, ayear after Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo, a French ship bound for the colony of Senegal
foundered off the West African coast. Aboard were some 400 men, women, and children, some aristocrats,
some Republicans, and al at the mercy of an incompetent captain who, atribunal later found, had alienated
his battle-tested officers and favored a shockingly incompetent and untried navigator.

That captain, writes Alexander McKee in this forceful work of historical reconstruction, did not wait to see
the results of hisincompetence; he abandoned his crew and set off on alongboat for the Senegalese shore.
Other officers and crewmen left on the remaining lifeboats, taking most of the ship's provisions and leaving
more than 150 passengers to brave the open sea on araft. Within afew days, most of those castaways had
been burned to death by the sun, providing food for the survivors. When rescuers arrived, they found only
"fifteen men, amost naked, faces and bodies blotched and disfigured by the scorching sun"--a sight that
would soon be reported to a horrified world.

McKee writes not only of the fate of the Medusa and its unfortunate passengers, but also of other terrible
shipwrecks and kindred incidents. Along the way, he looks at the making of Géricault's celebrated painting
The Wreck of the Medusa, the effect of exposure and dehydration on the human body, and assorted questions
of bravery and cowardice. His book makes for avivid, highly readable--if sometimes repugnant--tale of
disaster and terror. --Gregory McNamee

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Jones:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especialy hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Wreck of the Medusa: The Tragic Story of the Death Raft, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Helen McCleary:

This Wreck of the Medusa: The Tragic Story of the Death Raft is great e-book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who else aways deal with world and aso have to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Wreck of the Medusa: The Tragic Story of the Death Raft in your hand like having the



world inyour arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Luciana Findley:

Isit an individual who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Wreck of the Medusa: The
Tragic Story of the Death Raft can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new erais common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Robert Lewis:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book iswritten or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Wreck of the Medusa: The Tragic Story of the Death Raft when you necessary it?
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