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We're all hypocrites. Why? Hypocrisy is the natural state of the human mind.

Robert Kurzban shows us that the key to understanding our behavioral
inconsistencies lies in understanding the mind's design. The human mind consists
of many specialized units designed by the process of evolution by natural
selection. While these modules sometimes work together seamlessly, they don't
always, resulting in impossibly contradictory beliefs, vacillations between
patience and impulsiveness, violations of our supposed moral principles, and
overinflated views of ourselves.

This modular, evolutionary psychological view of the mind undermines deeply
held intuitions about ourselves, as well as a range of scientific theories that
require a "self" with consistent beliefs and preferences. Modularity suggests that
there is no "I." Instead, each of us is a contentious "we"--a collection of discrete
but interacting systems whose constant conflicts shape our interactions with one
another and our experience of the world.

In clear language, full of wit and rich in examples, Kurzban explains the roots
and implications of our inconsistent minds, and why it is perfectly natural to
believe that everyone else is a hypocrite.
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We're all hypocrites. Why? Hypocrisy is the natural state of the human mind.

Robert Kurzban shows us that the key to understanding our behavioral inconsistencies lies in understanding
the mind's design. The human mind consists of many specialized units designed by the process of evolution
by natural selection. While these modules sometimes work together seamlessly, they don't always, resulting
in impossibly contradictory beliefs, vacillations between patience and impulsiveness, violations of our
supposed moral principles, and overinflated views of ourselves.

This modular, evolutionary psychological view of the mind undermines deeply held intuitions about
ourselves, as well as a range of scientific theories that require a "self" with consistent beliefs and preferences.
Modularity suggests that there is no "I." Instead, each of us is a contentious "we"--a collection of discrete but
interacting systems whose constant conflicts shape our interactions with one another and our experience of
the world.

In clear language, full of wit and rich in examples, Kurzban explains the roots and implications of our
inconsistent minds, and why it is perfectly natural to believe that everyone else is a hypocrite.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Mod makes a comeback in an entertaining explanation of brain functioning that cuts the two-hemispheres
theory down to size and minces the mind into modules. Coming from a background in evolutionary
psychology, Kurzban suggests that the human mind is not the unified operator of actions contributing to
survival and success, as many claim and even more assume, but rather a multi-faceted system of functioning
parts that are not always on the same side-or even aware of the same information. The modules perform
different, often separate, functions, which can account for confusing, inconsistent, and apparently
contradictory behavior and speech. Bolstered by recent studies and research, Kurzban makes a convincing
and coherent, though hardly comprehensive, case for the modular mind, greatly helped by humorous
footnotes and examples. Despite the first-time author's near absolution of hypocrites, promotion of
ignorance, comparisons of humans to machines, and criticism of moral stances on abortion and drugs, his
most controversial statements lie in the realm of the self; indeed, conventional understanding of a "self"
ceases to even be plausible with the modular mind theory. Taking on lofty topics, including truth and belief,
Kurzban makes a successful case for changing-and remapping-the modern mind.
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review
"Bolstered by recent studies and research, Kurzban makes a convincing and coherent . . . case for the
modular mind, greatly helped by humorous footnotes and examples. . . . Taking on lofty topics, including
truth and belief, Kurzban makes a successful case for changing--and remapping--the modern
mind."--Publishers Weekly

"Using humour and anecdotes, [Kurzban] reveals how conflict between the modules of the mind leads to
contradictory beliefs, vacillating behaviours, broken moral boundaries and inflated egos. He argues that we
should think of ourselves not as 'I' but as 'we'--a collection of interacting systems that are in constant
conflict."--Nature

"Robert Kurzban believes that we are all hypocrites. But not to worry, he explains, hypocrisy is the natural
state of the human mind. In his book Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind,
Kurzban asserts that the human mind consists of many specialized units, which do not always work together
seamlessly. When this harmony breaks down, people often develop contradictory beliefs."--Victoria Stern,
Scientific American Mind

"Kurzban is a luminary in the growing discipline of evolutionary psychology. . . . [P]rovocative. . . . Kurzban
devotes much space to explicating and demonstrating ways in which his theory plays out in our everyday
lives."--Library Journal

"With wit, wisdom, and occasional hilarity, Robert Kurzban offers explanations for why we do the things we
do, such as morally condemning the sale of human organs and locking the refrigerator at night to keep from
snacking. . . . Kurzban touches on some complex topics in a manner that's both smart and accessible. He
incorporates a plethora of psychological studies to support his theories but the narrative is never dry. . . . By
challenging common assumptions about habits, morality, and preferences, Kurzban keeps readers both
entertained and enlightened."--Foreword Reviews



"[Kurzban] argues that . . . internal conflicts are not limited to extreme cases; they occur in everyone's brains,
leading to illogical beliefs and contradictory behaviors. That's not necessarily a bad thing, according to
Kurzban. In fact, being selectively irrational may give us an evolutionary advantage."--Kacie Glenn,
Chronicle of Higher Education

"Robert Kurzban has used his view of evolutionary psychology to pursue the concept of 'self' at the heart of
both the discipline of psychology and the everyday understanding of human behavior--which surely is of
interest to everyone. . . . The book itself is fresh. Kurzban's style is to take traditional questions and
apparently reasonable positions and then demonstrate that reasonableness is actually only so under a set of
assumptions--and that if they do not conform to the modularity hypothesis then we ought to rethink."--Tom
Dickins, Times Higher Education

"Highly recommended."--Jessica Palmer, Bioephemera blog

"I'm sure that Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite will provoke a lot of controversy, and I'm certain that
Kurzban's theses will require further refinement. But what a fascinating read!"--Brenda Jubin, Reading the
Markets blog

"[T]here is much that is valuable in Kurzban's book."--Peter Carruthers, Trends in Cognitive Sciences

"We're all inconsistent and self-deceiving, says evolutionary psychologist Robert Kurzban. Our modular
minds didn't evolve for consistency, but for patchwork multitasking. . . . As Kurzban says, understanding
how and why we can be so 'ignorant, wrong, irrational, and hypocritical' may help us work towards a fairer
society."--Susan Blackmore, BBC Focus

"Kurzban brilliantly (and often hilariously) breaks down the system of functional modules, explaining their
existence through evolution, and their hypocrisy through a lack of communication. Why Everyone (Else) is a
Hypocrite delves into a part of psychology that has famously been ignored by many prominent members in
the field."--Haley M. Dillon and Rachael A. Carmen, Journal of Social, Evolutionary, and Cultural
Psychology

From the Back Cover

"Robert Kurzban is one of the best evolutionary psychologists of his generation: he is distinctive not only for
his own successful research and sophisticated understanding of psychology, but also because of his wit--
Kurzban is genuinely clever, sly, succinct, and sometimes hilarious."--Steven Pinker, Harvard University

"In this amazing book, Robert Kurzban carries out a brilliantly thought-provoking conversation with himself
that made me think hard--and laugh out loud. Using clever examples and a revolutionary scientific approach,
he shows that contradiction is truly a fundamental human experience. No wonder, then, that I wanted to
share this book with my friends--but I also wanted to keep it for myself! If you don't read this book, you'll be
left wondering what everyone (else) is talking about."--James H. Fowler, coauthor of Connected: The
Surprising Power of Our Social Networks and How They Shape Our Lives

"Here is a fun counterpoint to the explosion of examples showing that humans do not act in accordance with
the predictions of standard rational models. But Kurzban is no defender of the standard models. Rather he
seeks an understanding of why our actions may appear contradictory in particular contexts, but serve us well
in others, and why that helps to improve our fitness for decision, if not always for a life of liberty."--Vernon
L. Smith, Nobel Laureate in Economics



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joanne Starks:

The book Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Why Everyone
(Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind? Several of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Tony Jacobson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Why Everyone
(Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind, you are able to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Julie Bailey:

Beside this specific Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and the Modular Mind because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book
in addition to read it from right now!

Grace Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Why Everyone (Else) Is a Hypocrite: Evolution and
the Modular Mind can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Why
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