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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For more than a century, it has been generally accepted that chimpanzees and gorillas are the closest living
relatives of humankind. A common ancestor"the missing link"has been elusive ("Lucy" and other fossil
hominids have turned out to be dead ends in the evolutionary chain). Schwartz, a physical anthropologist at
the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, challenges standard thinking with a radical thesis:
our nearest evolutionary relative is the orang-utan, native to Borneo and Sumatra. His arguments are based
on morphological similarities, sexual physiology and behavior, molecular studies. He has constructed an
elegant, though highly technical, detective story that gives the reader a minicourse in comparative anatomy
and evolutionary science. Schwartz discusses and criticizes the work of other scientists in the field, leaving
us with the impression that paleoanthropology is in the throes of upheavel. Readers who like to pursue
questions of our origins, who followed the Lucy fracas, will want to read this. Illustrated.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Anthropologist Schwartz, stating that "Our closest living relative is the orangu-tan," and not the great apes,
lays out evidence for and against his controversial views and reviews some of the history of evolutionary
theory. Schwartz's description of the unraveling of the Piltdown Man hoax is quite readable. Lay readers will
enjoy his ingenious analogy using the mirror scene in the Marx Brothers' movie Duck Soup to explain why
biochemists find it so hard to track evolutionary changes in nucleotides. Nevertheless, most portions of The
Red Ape are technical (e.g., those explaining how biochemical analysis of DNA is used to measure
evolutionary distance between species). A book for specialists and knowledgeable amateur anthropologists,
suitable for academic and larger public libraries. Laurie Tynan, Huntingdon Cty. Lib., Pa.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Gutierrez:

The actual book The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins is much recommended
to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read
the book.

Michele Stein:

The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Red Ape: Orang-
Utans and Human Origins although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based



confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and
Human Origins book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Red Ape: Orang-
Utans and Human Origins as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

William Sam:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.
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