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The Assistant, Bernard Malamud's second novel, originally published in 1957, is
the story of Morris Bober, a grocer in postwar Brooklyn, who "wants better" for
himself and his family. First two robbers appear and hold him up; then things
take a turn for the better when broken-nosed Frank Alpine becomes his assistant.
But there are complications: Frank, whose reaction to Jews is ambivalent, falls in
love with Helen Bober; at the same time he begins to steal from the store.

Like Malamud's best stories, this novel unerringly evokes an immigrant world of
cramped circumstances and great expectations. Malamud defined the immigrant
experience in a way that has proven vital for several generations of writers.

"His best novel . . . The Assistant is as tightly written as a prose poem." --Morris
Dickstein in Leopards in the Temple: The Transformation of American Fiction
1945-1970
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This new specialty-interest audio publisher is launching its line with two strong titles in addition to this one:
Betrothed by S.Y. Agnon, read by Peter Waldren, and Miss America, 1945: Bess Myerson and the Year that
Changed Our Lives by Susan Dworkin, read by Bess Myerson and Adam Grupper. Known especially for the
craft of his short stories, Malamud (The Fixer; The Natural) published this novel in 1957. Frank Alpine is an
Italian-American drifter who lands a job working for a humble Jewish grocer in Brooklyn. When he falls in
love with the storekeeper's daughter, he is forced to reexamine his moral and spiritual beliefs. Guidall, one of
audio's finest narrators, extracts a strong sense of atmosphere from Malamud's richly descriptive language.
He throws himself into the many charged dialogue scenesAcomplete with the ethnic accents
requiredAexpressing pathos and humility without overdramatizing.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“The clarity and concreteness of [Malamud's] style, the warm humanity over his people, the tender wit that
keeps them first and compassionable, will delight many.... Mr. Malamud's people are memorable and real as
rock.” ?William Goyen, The New York Times

"Perfect ... A lyric marvel." -- The Nation

"There is a binding theme throughout the book, a search for fundamental truths through the study of ordinary
people, their everyday ups and downs, their mundane pleasures and pains ... Malamud's vision, style and
world are distinctively original." -- San Francisco Chronicle

From the Publisher
"The Assistant", by Pulitzer Prize-recipient Bernard Malamud, is considered an American literary classic. A
real find for lovers of literature, praised by the Jewish Theological Seminary and Jewish Book World.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Assistant: A Novel. Try to stumble through book The Assistant: A
Novel as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.



Carolyn Baird:

Here thing why this The Assistant: A Novel are different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. The Assistant: A Novel giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with The Assistant: A Novel. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
The Assistant: A Novel in e-book can be your choice.

Tommy Heckman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Assistant: A Novel, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Aaron Williams:

This The Assistant: A Novel is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Assistant: A Novel in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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