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David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school
bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best friends know the real truth: David
wants to be a girl.
On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal: to be invisible.
Attracting the attention of the most beautiful girl in his class is definitely not part
of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely friendship
forms. But things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets
have a funny habit of not staying secret for long, and soon everyone knows that
Leo used to be a girl.
As David prepares to come out to his family and transition into life as a girl and
Leo wrestles with figuring out how to deal with people who try to define him
through his history, they find in each other the friendship and support they need
to navigate life as transgender teens as well as the courage to decide for
themselves what normal really means.
A Margaret Ferguson Book
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David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he's gay. The school bully thinks he's a freak.
Only his two best friends know the real truth: David wants to be a girl.
On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal: to be invisible. Attracting the attention of the
most beautiful girl in his class is definitely not part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an
unlikely friendship forms. But things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park School secrets have a
funny habit of not staying secret for long, and soon everyone knows that Leo used to be a girl.
As David prepares to come out to his family and transition into life as a girl and Leo wrestles with figuring
out how to deal with people who try to define him through his history, they find in each other the friendship
and support they need to navigate life as transgender teens as well as the courage to decide for themselves
what normal really means.
A Margaret Ferguson Book
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—Only David Piper's two best friends know a big secret, and as puberty brings rapid changes to the
teen's body, the clock is ticking for the chance to tell the Pipers that David is really a girl. David shares
narrating duties with Leo, a tough transfer student uninterested in friendships. After Leo stands up for the
frequently bullied David, the two slowly become friends, though neither could have guessed how much they
actually have in common: Leo, who used to be called Megan, is transgender, too. When word gets out about
Leo, he flees, remembering what happened at his old school, and goes in search of his birth father. David
accompanies him, returning home having had an opportunity to live a few days as Kate, David's true self,
and ready to tell her parents who she really is. Leo's and David's stories are painful and complicated. The
novel is filled with transphobic slurs, bullying, physical violence, and nasty reactions from other characters.
In most cases, someone points out how cruel, unfair, or incorrect these offensive assertions are. Both Leo and
Kate have supportive, loving families (even if Leo's mother is otherwise a nightmare) and increasingly
supportive friends. The book ends on a positive note, especially for Kate, who has longed to be visible.
Pacing issues and the curious choice to misgender Kate throughout most of the book despite her
announcement on page one that she's a girl mar this otherwise well-written book. VERDICT An important
addition to collections for its first-person perspectives on the experiences and inner lives of transgender
teens.—Amanda MacGregor, Great River Regional Library, Saint Cloud, MN

Review

“Williamson presents a fresh perspective in contemporary LGBTQ drama by presenting two heroes in
different stages of transitioning and further bringing the teens to life through their foibles and family dramas.
Leo is the more interesting character: abrasive but sympathetic, battling anger management and his angrier
mother. But David is easy to love because of his huge capacity for that emotion. The best part is that it is a
friendship tale; romance plays a role in the story, but it is not the focus. This is a wonderful addition to any
teen collection.” ?VOYA, starred review

“‘I am fourteen and time is running out.’ David is getting taller, and everything that marks the teen as
biologically male is growing. Despite having researched gender transitioning, it doesn’t seem possible, and
while David’s two best friends know, parents are another matter. Meanwhile, working-class Leo transfers to
David’s very middle-class school; when Leo punches the bully who’s tormenting David, they become
unlikely (and, for Leo, reluctant) friends. The book alternates between Leo and David’s viewpoints, but
readers don’t find out what they have in common until Leo’s burgeoning romance gets derailed. For loner
Leo, David is a chance to have a real friend; for David, Leo’s an example of what’s possible if you can speak
your truth. Debut author Williamson does a good job of depicting British class realities and David and Leo’s
struggles with family, bullying, friendship, and bravery. While the book doesn’t sugarcoat the difficulty of
being a trans teen, it offers hope and the sense that even if you can’t get everything you want, you can get
what you need.” ?Publishers Weekly

“Two British transgender teens try to come to terms with their lives while facing serious bullying in their
school...David and Leo alternate narration chapter by chapter, the former confiding her discomfort and fear,
the latter describing the sexual fireworks he feels when making out with Alicia. Williamson has worked with
teens grappling with their gender identities, and she folds practical information, about hormonal therapy to
freeze puberty, for instance, as well as empathy into her story. A welcome, needed novel.” ?Kirkus Reviews



“An important addition to collections for its first-person perspectives on the experiences and inner lives of
transgender teens.” ?School Library Journal

About the Author
Lisa Williamson splits her time between acting and writing. She was inspired to write The Art of Being
Normal after working in England's national health services in a department dedicated to helping teens who
struggle with gender identity issues.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Art of Being Normal is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ruth Brown:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Art of Being
Normal suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The
Art of Being Normalis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware
of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see
the represented of the world within this book.

James Sanford:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book The Art of Being Normal was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Nora Emerson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Art of Being Normal can make you sense more interested to read.
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