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Was Marco Polo the world's greatest explorer -- or the world's greatest liar?
Newbery Medalist Russell Freedman turns his eagle eye on the enigmatic Marco
Polo in his most exciting biography yet.

He claimed to have seen rocks burn, bandits command sandstorms, lions tamed
with a look, and sorcerers charm sharks while divers gathered pearls on the ocean
floor. Marco Polo shook Europe with descriptions of the world he'd seen on his
epic journey to the court of Kublai Khan.

But was Marco Polo the world's most accomplished explorer? Had he really seen
the "Roof of the World" in Central Asia, and the "City of Heaven" in far-off
China? Or was he a charlatan who saw nothing more than the conjurings of his
inventive mind? Join Russell Freedman as he tackles a centuries-old mystery.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 5-9–In an age when critics obsess about the blurred line between fact and fiction,
Freedman prepares readers for ambiguity right from the contents page. Nothing But the Truth is both the title
of his first chapter and a phrase pulled from Polo's book, The Description of the World. Apparently the
Venetian's own family doubted the veracity of his version of the 24-year, 6500-mile journey to and sojourn
in Kublai Khan's court and begged him to recant on his deathbed. The chapter Did Marco Polo Go to China?
presents current scholarship challenging the nobleman's claims, as well as plausible counterarguments. In
between, readers find a flavor of the adventurer's early and final years, descriptions of treacherous mountain
excursions and raging sandstorms, and details of the splendor and sophistication of Xanadu, where Polo
served as envoy to the emperor. The accounts are accompanied by original and archival illustrations and
maps; extensive endnotes provide further documentation. Many of the illuminated manuscripts come from
various editions of Polo's book; they span several centuries. Ibatoulline's handsome single-page paintings
appear at the beginning of each chapter, anchoring the telling, even while the artistic conventions adapt to the
culture being depicted. The calligraphic font of the chapter headings and the parchmentlike pages add to the
sense of an authentic experience. The author's in-depth narrative style and historian's skepticism require
more background knowledge and a longer attention span than Nick McCarty's Marco Polo (National
Geographic, 2006), but the effort will be richly rewarded.–Wendy Lukehart, Washington DC Public Library
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The name Marco Polo evokes images of faraway travels and exotic treasures: silks and
spices, gold and jewels. Newbery Medal-winner Freedman takes readers along on Polo's journey in a book
that is as beautiful as many of the sights the explorer observed. It begins at Polo's deathbed, his family
begging him to confess his exaggerations. Even some contemporary scholars don't believe Polo went to
China, but many observers think most of his tales were true. Using Polo's own descriptions (as told to a
writer he met in prison), Freedman shepherds readers across deserts, down the Silk Road, and over
mountains until the adventurer reaches the magnificent kingdom of Kublai Khan. Supporting Freedman's
informative yet evocative prose are enchanting illustrations. Ibatoulline follows the historic journey with art
inspired by different periods--for instance, he uses illuminated manuscripts as the basis for the European
scenes. The original artwork is complemented by many historic illustrations, some from editions of Polo's
Description of the World. The meticulous art notes call attention to the lack of text source notes, although
Freedman does include an extensive, informative author's note about Polo's claims. With its thick, mottled
pages and attractive design, this is a glorious piece of bookmaking; readers will find it a pleasure to explore.
Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

HB
This handsome volume -- with faux-aged paper, archival prints, original art reminiscent of the Middle Ages,
and gold leaf decorating the jacket -- resembles a fourteenth-century manuscript, an appropriate aesthetic for
a book about Marco Polo. Freedman sets his focus by posing two questions: "Did he really travel to China
and beyond, as he claimed? Or was he, in fact, 'the man of a million lies'?" Freedman provides necessary
background by writing of Polo's experiences and using liberal quotes from Polo's own Description of the
World. Some descriptions seem fanciful, but Freedman asks readers to consider Polo's provincial point of

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


view. Perhaps the creatures Polo encountered in Yunnan Province -- "snakes" that walked on legs and could
eat a man -- were actually crocodiles, an animal unknown in Europe. But such fantastic images, as well as
Polo's tendency toward self-aggrandizement, his habit of usurping the accounts of others, the numerous
abridgments, and a litany of things he did not report, also address the larger question of the journey's
veracity. An author's note suggests more complex resources on the Polo debate. Also included are notes
about the art (referencing specific illustrations) and an index. B.C.

Booklist Starred

The name Marco Polo evokes images of faraway travels and exotic treasures: silks and spices, gold and
jewels. Newbery Medal winner Freedman takes readers along on Polo's journey in a book that is as beautiful
as many of the sights the explorer observed. It begins at Polo's deathbed, his family begging him to confess
his exaggerations. Even some contemporary scholars don't believe Polo went to China, but many observers
think most of his tales were true. Using Polo's own descriptions (as told to a writer he met in prison),
Freedman shepherds readers across deserts, down the Silk Road, and over mountains until the adventurer
reaches the magnificent kingdom of Kublai Khan. Supporting Freedman's informative yet evocative prose
are enchanting illustrations. Ibatoulline follows the historic journey with art inspired by different periods--for
instance, he uses illuminated manuscripts as the basis for the European scenes. The original artwork is
complemented by many historic illustrations, some from editions of Polo's Description of the World. The
meticulous art notes call attention to the lack of text source notes, although Freedman does include an
extensive, informative author's note about Polo's claims. With its thick, mottled pages and attractive design,
this is a glorious piece of bookmaking; readers will find it a pleasure to explore. ¬¬--Ilene Cooper

SLJ Starred
Gr 5-9–In an age when critics obsess about the blurred line between fact and fiction, Freedman prepares
readers for ambiguity right from the contents page. “Nothing But the Truth” is both the title of his first
chapter and a phrase pulled from Polo's book, The Description of the World. Apparently the Venetian's own
family doubted the veracity of his version of the 24-year, 6500-mile journey to and sojourn in Kublai Khan's
court and begged him to recant on his deathbed. The chapter “Did Marco Polo Go to China?” presents
current scholarship challenging the nobleman's claims, as well as plausible counterarguments. In between,
readers find a flavor of the adventurer's early and final years, descriptions of treacherous mountain
excursions and raging sandstorms, and details of the splendor and sophistication of Xanadu, where Polo
served as envoy to the emperor. The accounts are accompanied by original and archival illustrations and
maps; extensive endnotes provide further documentation. Many of the illuminated manuscripts come from
various editions of Polo's book; they span several centuries. Ibatoulline's handsome single-page paintings
appear at the beginning of each chapter, anchoring the telling, even while the artistic conventions adapt to the
culture being depicted. The calligr

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Emily Higginbotham:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Adventures of
Marco Polo book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a



book.

William Bixby:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Adventures of Marco Polo your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book
then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Adventures
of Marco Polo giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Theo Garcia:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. The Adventures of Marco Polo can be your answer since it can be read by
you who have those short free time problems.

Carmen Helton:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Adventures of Marco Polo to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication The Adventures of Marco Polo can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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