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Between the early 1930s and his death in 1953, Joseph Stalin had more than a
million of his own citizens executed. Millions more fell victim to forced labor,
deportation, famine, bloody massacres, and detention and interrogation by
Stalin's henchmen. Stalin's Genocides is the chilling story of these crimes. The
book puts forward the important argument that brutal mass killings under Stalin
in the 1930s were indeed acts of genocide and that the Soviet dictator himself
was behind them.

Norman Naimark, one of our most respected authorities on the Soviet era,
challenges the widely held notion that Stalin's crimes do not constitute genocide,
which the United Nations defines as the premeditated killing of a group of people
because of their race, religion, or inherent national qualities. In this gripping
book, Naimark explains how Stalin became a pitiless mass killer. He looks at the
most consequential and harrowing episodes of Stalin's systematic destruction of
his own populace--the liquidation and repression of the so-called kulaks, the
Ukrainian famine, the purge of nationalities, and the Great Terror--and examines
them in light of other genocides in history. In addition, Naimark compares
Stalin's crimes with those of the most notorious genocidal killer of them all,
Adolf Hitler.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Naimark's short book is a polemical contribution to this debate. Though he acknowledges the dubious
political history of the UN convention, he goes on to argue that even under the current definition, Stalin's
attack on the kulaks and on the Ukrainian peasants should count as genocide. . . . Perhaps we need a new
word, one that is broader than the current definition of genocide and means, simply, 'mass murder carried out
for political reasons.'"--Anne Applebaum, New York Review of Books

"Stalin's Genocides is compellingly written, nuanced and powerfully argued."--Times Literary Supplement

"This is a small book that places a large exclamation point on the most incriminatingly tragic dimension of
Soviet history."--Robert Levgold, Foreign Affairs

"Norman Naimark's extended essay Stalin's Genocides is both controversial and provocative. . . . Naimark's
daring effort to redefine several of the crimes committed by Stalin's regime in the 1930s and 1940s as acts of
genocide is admirable. His study is also particularly timely."--Zbysek Brezina, History Today

"Norman Naimark gives us here in a very condensed form a fine piece of scholarship. . . . After closing the
cover of this well-written and powerfully-argued monograph, more than one reader will be left wondering
how Stalin was able to achieve such ghastly results."--J. Guy Lalande, Canadian Journal of History

"Written elegantly and researched impeccably, this volume will be of interest to academic and non-academic
audiences alike. It will hopefully prompt other authors to re-evaluate Stalin's mass terror and name it for
what it was."--Lavinia Stan, European Legacy

"Naimark deserves great credit not only for having written a crisp, concise book but also for sparking a
discussion that historians far too often are reluctant to have."--Mark Kramer, Journal of Cold War Studies

From the Back Cover

"Stalin's Genocides is a magisterial and admirably lucid analysis of the Stalinist terrors that is both totally
accessible and finely nuanced in its scholarship--Naimark's superb work assigns the criminality to Stalin's
own bizarre personality as well as the repressive Soviet system."--Simon Sebag Montefiore, author of
Young Stalin and Stalin: The Court of the Red Tsar

"This book is simply outstanding. Naimark takes the most significant aspect of Stalin's rule--mass terror--and
shows how it was applied under Stalin's direct inspiration and, often, his close supervision. It is proof of
Naimark's mastery of the subject and superb writing skills that he can provide sharp, gripping sketches of
such monumental issues in Soviet history."--Jan T. Gross, author of Neighbors: The Destruction of the
Jewish Community in Jedwabne, Poland

About the Author
Norman M. Naimark is the Robert and Florence McDonnell Professor of East European Studies at Stanford
University. His books include "Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe" and "The



Russians in Germany: A History of the Soviet Zone of Occupation, 1945-1949".

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori McDonald:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do that.
You must know how great and also important the book Stalin's Genocides (Human Rights and Crimes
against Humanity). All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Jason Allen:

The reason why? Because this Stalin's Genocides (Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the e-book store hurriedly.

Roderick Grubb:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Stalin's Genocides (Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity) your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe
you never get before. The Stalin's Genocides (Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

Stacie Logan:

Stalin's Genocides (Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Stalin's
Genocides (Human Rights and Crimes against Humanity) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the



reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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