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One of People’s Top Ten Books of 2015

"[Larson] succeeds in providing a well-rounded portrait of a woman who,
until now, has never been viewed in full."—Boston Globe

?“A biography that chronicles her life with fresh details . . . By making
Rosemary the central character, [Larson] has produced a valuable account
of a mental health tragedy and an influential family’s belated efforts to
make amends.” — New York Times Book Review
 
Joe and Rose Kennedy’s strikingly beautiful daughter Rosemary attended
exclusive schools, was presented as a debutante to the queen of England, and
traveled the world with her high-spirited sisters. Yet Rosemary was intellectually
disabled, a secret fiercely guarded by her powerful and glamorous family.

In Rosemary, Kate Clifford Larson uses newly uncovered sources to bring
Rosemary Kennedy’s story to light. Young Rosemary comes alive as a sweet,
lively girl adored by her siblings. But Larson also reveals the often desperate and
duplicitous arrangements the Kennedys made to keep her away from home as she
became increasingly difficult in her early twenties, culminating in Joe’s decision
to have Rosemary lobotomized at age twenty-three and the family’s complicity in
keeping the secret. Only years later did the Kennedy siblings begin to understand
what had happened to Rosemary, which inspired them to direct government
attention and resources to the plight of the developmentally and mentally
disabled, transforming the lives of millions.
 
“The forgotten Kennedy is forgotten no longer. Rosemary is a rare thing, a
book about the Kennedys that has something new to say.” — Laurence
Leamer, author of The Kennedy Women
 
“Heartbreaking.” — Wall Street Journal
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Editorial Review

Review
''The author presents a well-rounded portrait of Rosemary before the lobotomy, a beautiful young woman full
of spunk and love, and the destruction of that vibrant person as a result of the operation . . . A well-
researched, entertaining, and illuminating biography.'' --Kirkus Reviews

From the Inside Flap
They were the most prominent American family ofthe twentieth century. The daughter they secreted
away made all the difference.

Joe and Rose Kennedy s strikingly beautiful daughter Rosemary attended exclusive schools, was presented
as a debutante to the queen of England, and traveled the world with her high-spirited sisters. Yet Rosemary
was intellectually disabled, a secret fiercely guarded by her powerful and glamorous family.

Major new sources Rose Kennedy s diaries and correspondence, letters from Rosemary s teachers and
doctors, and exclusive family interviews bring Rosemary alive as a girl adored but left far behind by her
competitive siblings. Kate Larson reveals both the sensitive care Rose and Joe gave to Rosemary and then as
the family s standing reached an apex the often desperate and duplicitous arrangements the Kennedys made
to keep her away from home as she became increasingly difficult in her early twenties. Finally, Larson
illuminates Joe s decision to have Rosemary lobotomized at age twenty-three and the family s complicity in
keeping the secret.

Rosemary delivers a profoundly moving coda: JFK visited Rosemary for the first time while campaigning in
the Midwest; she had been living isolated in a Wisconsin institution for ten years. Only then did the siblings
understand what had happened to Rosemary and bring her home for loving family visits. It was a reckoning
that inspired them to direct attention to the plight of the disabled, transforming the lives of millions.
"

From the Back Cover
One of People s Top Ten Books of 2015

A biography that chronicles her life with fresh details . . . By making Rosemary the central character,
[Larson] has produced a valuable account of a mental health tragedy and an influential family s belated
efforts to make amends. New York Times Book Review

Joe and Rose Kennedy s strikingly beautiful daughter Rosemary attended exclusive schools, was presented
as a debutante to the queen of England, and traveled the world with her high-spirited sisters. Yet Rosemary
was intellectually disabled, a secret fiercely guarded by her powerful and glamorous family.
In Rosemary,  Kate Clifford Larson uses newly uncovered sources to bring Rosemary Kennedy s story to
light. Young Rosemary comes alive as a sweet, lively girl adored by her siblings. But Larson also reveals the
often desperate and duplicitous arrangements the Kennedys made to keep her away from home as she
became increasingly difficult in her early twenties, culminating in Joe s decision to have Rosemary
lobotomized at age twenty-three and the family s complicity in keeping the secret. Only years later did the
Kennedy siblings begin to understand what had happened to Rosemary, which inspired them to direct
government attention and resources to the plight of the developmentally and mentally disabled, transforming
the lives of millions.



The forgotten Kennedy is forgotten no longer. Rosemary is a rare thing, a book about the Kennedys that has
something new to say. Laurence Leamer, author of The Kennedy Women

Heartbreaking. Wall Street Journal

KATE CLIFFORD LARSON is the author of two critically acclaimed biographies: Bound for the Promised
Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero and The Assassin s Accomplice: Mary Surratt and the
Plot to Kill Abraham Lincoln.
"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Moore:

The book Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Rosemary: The
Hidden Kennedy Daughter? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ralph Garibay:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to
answer that question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy
Daughter to read.

Bruce Jones:

Beside this kind of Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter in your phone, it might give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!



Coleen Faircloth:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book and also novel and Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes Rosemary:
The Hidden Kennedy Daughter to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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