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Focusing on multiple aspects of Renaissance culture, and in particular its
preoccupation with the reading and rewriting of classical sources, this book
examines representations of homosexuality in sixteenth-century France.
Analysing a wide range of texts and topics, it presents an assessment of queer
theory that is grounded in historical examples, including French translations of
Boccaccio's Decameron, the poetry of Ronsard, works in praise of and satirising
Henri III and his mignons, Montaigne's Essais, BrantÃ´me's Dames galantes, the
figures of the androgyne and the hermaphrodite, and religious discourses and
practices of penance and confession. Close comparison with the ancient models
on which they drew - the elegy and epic, the works of Plato, Ovid, Lucian, and
others - reveals Renaissance writers redeploying an established set of cultural
understandings and assumptions at once congruent and at odds with their own
society's socio-sexual norms. Throughout this study, emphasis is placed on the
coexistence of different models of homosexuality during the Renaissance -
homosexual desire was simultaneously universal and individual, neither of these
views excluding the other. Insisting equally on points of convergence and
difference between Renaissance and modern understandings of homosexuality,
this book works towards a historicisation of the concept of queerness.
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Focusing on multiple aspects of Renaissance culture, and in particular its preoccupation with the reading and
rewriting of classical sources, this book examines representations of homosexuality in sixteenth-century
France. Analysing a wide range of texts and topics, it presents an assessment of queer theory that is grounded
in historical examples, including French translations of Boccaccio's Decameron, the poetry of Ronsard,
works in praise of and satirising Henri III and his mignons, Montaigne's Essais, BrantÃ´me's Dames
galantes, the figures of the androgyne and the hermaphrodite, and religious discourses and practices of
penance and confession. Close comparison with the ancient models on which they drew - the elegy and epic,
the works of Plato, Ovid, Lucian, and others - reveals Renaissance writers redeploying an established set of
cultural understandings and assumptions at once congruent and at odds with their own society's socio-sexual
norms. Throughout this study, emphasis is placed on the coexistence of different models of homosexuality
during the Renaissance - homosexual desire was simultaneously universal and individual, neither of these
views excluding the other. Insisting equally on points of convergence and difference between Renaissance
and modern understandings of homosexuality, this book works towards a historicisation of the concept of
queerness.
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Editorial Review

Review
'One of the most balanced, well argued, elegantly written, and interesting studies in what is clearly an
increasingly important field.' Philip Ford, University of Cambridge, UK and joint editor of Masculinities in
Sixteenth-Century France '...Recommended.' Choice '... Gary Ferguson's study is rich, informative, and
lively.' Renaissance Quarterly '...an impressively wide-ranging and daring book certain to spur further study
of its vast archive of materials and incite engaged responses to its bold and often brilliant analyses. Indeed, I
would go so far as to say it is a groundbreaking book in the consolidation of the field of queer early modern
French studies.' H-France 'All those working on questions of sexuality in the French Renaissance will find
interesting material and clear and balanced argument for them in this volume.' Modern Language Review
'Gary Ferguson offers us an admirably researched, clearly argued, and beautifully written book that reveals
with judicious nuance a multifaceted picture of homosexual culture in Renaissance France. [...] Queer
(Re)Readings is a pleasure to read. It delivers a wealth of information and a model for moving through
literature toward a deeper understanding of the past.' Sixteenth Century Journal

About the Author
Gary Ferguson is a Professor of French in the Department of Languages and Literatures at the University of
Delaware, USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

The book Queer (Re)Readings in the French Renaissance: Homosexuality, Gender, Culture gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Queer (Re)Readings in the French Renaissance: Homosexuality, Gender, Culture for being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book Queer (Re)Readings in
the French Renaissance: Homosexuality, Gender, Culture. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Neil Myers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Queer (Re)Readings in the French
Renaissance: Homosexuality, Gender, Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Michelle Bachman:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Queer (Re)Readings in the French Renaissance: Homosexuality,
Gender, Culture book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer regarding Queer (Re)Readings in the French Renaissance: Homosexuality,
Gender, Culture content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Queer (Re)Readings in the French Renaissance: Homosexuality, Gender, Culture is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Franklin Crossland:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for your requirements is Queer (Re)Readings in the French Renaissance: Homosexuality,
Gender, Culture this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this
book appropriate all of you.
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