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Richard Kennington (19211999), a professor for many years at Pennsylvania
State University and the Catholic University of America, was renowned for his
insight in reading and teaching early modern philosophy. Although he published
articles and spoke widely, never before have his writings been collected in a
book. On Modern Origins deftly shows how modern thinkers assessed the errors
of the classical tradition and established in its place a philosophy that fuses a new
meaning of nature and of theory with humanitarian goals. This volume is an
essential source for scholars seeking to understand the contemporary significance
of the dawning of the modern era.
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Editorial Review

Review
Superbly practicing the art of reading, Richard Kennington uncovers the founding arguments of the early
modern philosophers. His explications of the thought of Bacon and Descartes on the relations between
method, experiential starting-points, and the final purposes of inquiry, are sans pareil for depth and subtlety.
Kennington's work builds on insights of Heidegger, Leo Strauss, and Jacob Klein concerning the origins and
intent of the modern project of mastering nature, but his reflection on this theme is more thorough and in the
end more satisfying than any previous account. (Richard Velkley, Catholic University of America)

While some scholars have examined the origins of modern natural science and others have examined the
origins of modern political philosophy, Kennington masterfully combines the two in his profound studyof the
philosophic accounts underlying "the mastery of nature." On Modern Origins is indispensable for
understanding the origins of the modern world. (Jan H. Blits)

Mixing extraordinary learning with the most acute philosophical penetration, Kennington shows how the
philosophers at the origins of modernity were concerned with something still more fundamental than either
the purely theoretical question of knowledge or the practical question of the mastery of nature. Kennington
articulates this deeper stratum of modern philosophy, in which it seeks to reconcile its understanding of the
true with its understanding of the good, in its conscious opposition but also in its sometimes unintentional
kinship with ancient philosophy. On Modern Origins is at once scrupulously careful in its interpretation and
profoundly philosophical in its own right. It is a remarkable book in which one enounters a mind of rare
quality. (Michael Davis, philosopher, Sarah Lawrence College)

Useful in several respects. First, it contains illuminating interpretations of certain key passages in the
writings of the philosophers under consideration…The book is exemplary, moreover, in showing us how to
read these philosophers…Finally, this collection of essays is useful for the questions it provokes. (Review of
Metaphysics)

Indespensible. (Reconsiderations, Winter 2008)

On Modern Origins is several books at once: an original, subtle, erudite, unclassifiable interpretation of the
beginnings of modern philosophy; at a reflective level, a meditation on what it means to investigate the
origins of philosophical positions; and an argument for reconsidering canonical assumptions about the order
and priority of texts in the modern philosophical tradition. This is a very important contribution not only to
our understanding of the figures discussed, but to our sense of what it could mean that philosophy might
"begin again" in modernity. (Robert Pippin)

About the Author
Pamela Kraus teaches at St. John's College, Annapolis. Frank Hunt teaches at St. John's College, Santa Fe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Bruce Jones:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled On Modern Origins: Essays in
Early Modern Philosophy (Applications of Political Theory)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Jerry Thomas:

The feeling that you get from On Modern Origins: Essays in Early Modern Philosophy (Applications of
Political Theory) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but On Modern
Origins: Essays in Early Modern Philosophy (Applications of Political Theory) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this specific On Modern Origins: Essays in Early Modern Philosophy
(Applications of Political Theory) instantly.

Robert Younger:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is On Modern Origins: Essays in Early Modern Philosophy (Applications of Political
Theory) this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal
all of you.

William Keller:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the On Modern Origins: Essays in Early Modern Philosophy (Applications of Political Theory) when
you needed it?
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