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Ten-year-old Johnny eagerly plays at war with the army of nutcracker soldiers
his toymaker father whittles for him. He demolishes imaginary foes. But in 1914
Germany looms as the real enemy of Europe, and all too soon Johnny’s father is
swept up in the war to end all wars. He proudly enlists with his British
countrymen to fight at the front in France. The war, though, is nothing like what
any soldier or person at home expected.

The letters that arrive from Johnny’s dad reveal the ugly realities of combat —
and the soldiers he carves and encloses begin to bear its scars. Still, Johnny adds
these soldiers to his armies of Huns, Tommies, and Frenchmen, engaging them in
furious fights. But when these games seem to foretell his dad’s real battles,
Johnny thinks he possesses godlike powers over his wooden men. He fears he
controls his father’s fate, the lives of all the soldiers in no-man’s land, and the
outcome of the war itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Ten-year-old Johnny eagerly plays at war with the army of nutcracker soldiers his toymaker father whittles
for him. He demolishes imaginary foes. But in 1914 Germany looms as the real enemy of Europe, and all too
soon Johnny’s father is swept up in the war to end all wars. He proudly enlists with his British countrymen to
fight at the front in France. The war, though, is nothing like what any soldier or person at home expected.

The letters that arrive from Johnny’s dad reveal the ugly realities of combat — and the soldiers he carves and
encloses begin to bear its scars. Still, Johnny adds these soldiers to his armies of Huns, Tommies, and
Frenchmen, engaging them in furious fights. But when these games seem to foretell his dad’s real battles,
Johnny thinks he possesses godlike powers over his wooden men. He fears he controls his father’s fate, the
lives of all the soldiers in no-man’s land, and the outcome of the war itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
War idealistic, brutal, awe inspiring, numbing, jingoistic and ultimately heartbreaking is the central theme of
this thoughtful and thought-provoking novel. The Great War has begun, and Johnny watches his kindly
toymaker father turn against the German shopkeepers and neighbors in the family's London community.
Soon after his father joins the army and travels to France to fight, Johnny is sent to live with his
curmudgeonly Auntie Ivy in a small town on the south coast of England. Most chapters begin with a letter
from Johnny's father, and from these the boy (and readers) derive an increasingly complex and horrifying
vision of life in the trenches. Accompanying each letter, and providing vivid illustration of the events
described in the missive, is a wooden soldier carved by Johnny's father, which the boy adds to the ranks of
his toy army. As the weeks go by, Johnny entertains himself by staging vast battles with this army, until in a
series of scenes that unflinchingly convey a child's conflicting feelings of omnipotence and vulnerability he
grows to fear that his play is somehow magically affecting his father's life at the front and, indeed, the entire
war. His father's account of the Christmas Truce of 1914 and Johnny's own role in reuniting a grieving
family with a shell-shocked soldier are among the events that bring the novel to its solemn, yet quietly
hopeful, close. Both its timing and its message are eerily resonant. Ages 10-up.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 5-8-In 1914, 10-year-old Johnny enjoys playing with the nutcracker soldiers his toymaker father has
made for him. World War I seems distant until people he knows are sent away, and then his father joins the
British army. When the bombing starts in London, the boy is sent to live with his aunt in the country. He
dislikes the small town, misses his parents and friends, and is uncomfortable living with a relative whom he
does not know well. He escapes his troubles by playing in the garden with the toy soldiers, adding the new
one his father sends with each letter. Initially Johnny's father is upbeat and glorifies army life, but after he is
sent to the front, he writes of the endless rain and mud, the rats, the shooting, and the tense waiting. Each
soldier he creates becomes more and more full of the pain of war until one arrives that is so ghastly that
Johnny's aunt throws it in the fire. As the boy becomes lost in his play world, he becomes convinced that the
battles he puts his "men" through affect the real battles on the front. Using vivid language, Lawrence writes
poignantly of war and the devastation that England and its people suffered. Because of the first-person voice,
readers travel the heights and depths with Johnny's emotions and feel present in the story. Readers who
enjoyed Michelle Magorian's Good Night, Mr. Tom (HarperCollins, 1982), set during World War II, will
find a kindred story here.
Cheri Estes, Detroit Country Day Middle School, Beverly Hills, MI
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 5-9. War is an exciting game to 10-year-old Johnny in 1914, though he hates that his beloved dad is far
away on the Western Front in France and that he has to leave London to live with his aunt in a country
village. Dad is a toy maker who has carved Johnny a set of wooden soldiers, and with every letter from the
trenches, Dad sends a small wooden figure to add to the glorious battles Johnny plays in the backyard. The
letters quickly lose their romance when Dad confronts the slaughter of "going over the top." At first the book
moves slowly; Johnny's war games go on too long. And in case readers don't get the heavy metaphor, there's
a fatherly teacher to spell things out and compare the war to The Iliad, with bickering gods and rulers who

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"toy with the people." But there's realism in the grief of the village people and also in Dad's poignant letters,
which move from excitement to boredom to horror and cover-up, and then on to the miracle of the Christmas
truce, when the enemies meet in no-man's-land and exchange food and gifts, only to be sent back by the
generals with orders to kill each other. This will be a fine introduction to World War I, both for personal
interest and for curriculum use, especially when read with the books listed in the Read-alike column on the
opposite page. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Teresa Vanhook:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Lord of the
Nutcracker Men (Readers Circle) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

James Rogers:

The ability that you get from Lord of the Nutcracker Men (Readers Circle) could be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Lord of the Nutcracker Men (Readers Circle) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We advise you for having this particular Lord of the Nutcracker Men (Readers Circle)
instantly.

Dorothy Betancourt:

Why? Because this Lord of the Nutcracker Men (Readers Circle) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.



Andrea Lampkin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Lord of the Nutcracker Men (Readers Circle) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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