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What drives a person to take his or her own life? Why would an individual be
willing to strap abomb to himself and walk into a crowded marketplace, blowing
himself up at the same time as he kills and maims the people around him? Does
suicide or ‘voluntary death’ have the same meaning today asit had in earlier
centuries, and does it have the same significance in China, India and the Middle
East asit hasin the West? How should we understand this distressing, often
puzzling phenomenon and how can we explain its patterns and variations over
time?

In this wide-ranging comparative study, Barbagli examines suicide as a socio-
culturd, religious and political phenomenon, exploring the reasons that underlie
it and the meanings it has acquired in different cultures throughout the world.
Drawing on avast body of research carried out by historians, anthropol ogists,
sociologists, political scientists and psychologists, Barbagli showsthat a
satisfactory theory of suicide cannot limit itself to considering the two causes that
were highlighted by the great French sociologist Emile Durkheim — namely,
socia integration and regulation. Barbagli proposes a new account of suicide that
links the motives for and significance attributed to individual actions with the
people for whom and against whom individuals take their lives.

This new study of suicide sheds fresh light on the cultural differences between

East and West and greatly increases our understanding of an often-misunderstood
act. It will be the definitive history of suicide for many years to come.
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What drives a person to take his or her own life? Why would an individual be willing to strap a bomb to
himself and walk into a crowded marketplace, blowing himself up at the same time as he kills and maims the
people around him? Does suicide or ‘voluntary death’ have the same meaning today asit had in earlier
centuries, and does it have the same significance in China, Indiaand the Middle East asit hasin the West?
How should we understand this distressing, often puzzling phenomenon and how can we explain its patterns
and variations over time?

In this wide-ranging comparative study, Barbagli examines suicide as a socio-cultural, religious and political
phenomenon, exploring the reasons that underlie it and the meanings it has acquired in different cultures
throughout the world. Drawing on avast body of research carried out by historians, anthropologists,
sociologists, political scientists and psychologists, Barbagli shows that a satisfactory theory of suicide cannot
limit itself to considering the two causes that were highlighted by the great French sociologist Emile
Durkheim — namely, socia integration and regulation. Barbagli proposes a new account of suicide that links
the motives for and significance attributed to individual actions with the people for whom and against whom
individuals take their lives.

This new study of suicide sheds fresh light on the cultural differences between East and West and greatly
increases our understanding of an often-misunderstood act. It will be the definitive history of suicide for
many years to come.
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Editorial Review
Review

“An encyclopedic but immensely readable account of the social norms that surround, and individual motives
that propel, such fateful choices... adeeply insightful book that will interest suicide-prevention counselors
and others who are curious about this complex topic.”

Foreword Reviews

"Barbagli’s study is a brilliant synthesis of the history and sociology of suicide, covering both the West and
the East, from ancient martyrs to contemporary suicide bombers. He eloquently and persuasively argues for
the importance of cultural factors behind huge variations in the propensity to take one's own life from one
society to another."

Jeffrey Watt, University of Mississippi

"Thiswork is the most important on the sociology of suicidein 100 years. Barbagli lays out the grand picture
of changes and variations in time and space, and gives the basis for atheory that is simultaneously cultural,
structural and dynamic."

Randall Collins, University of Pennsylvania

About the Author
Marzio Barbagli is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of Bologna.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karl Harms:

The e-book with title Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide posesses alot of information that you can
discover it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Carolyn Robles:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled Farewell
to the World: A History of Suicide your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
just before. The Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide giving you another experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?



Richard Dutton:

This Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling
sentencesinsideit. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Farewell to the World: A History of Suicidein your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Aaron Tolleson:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide aswell as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes
Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Download and Read Online Farewell to the World: A History of
Suicide By Marzio Barbagli #GK5V48FL PNY



Read Farewell totheWorld: A History of Suicide By Marzio
Barbagli for online ebook

Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to
read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read Farewell to the World: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli books to read online.

Online Farewell tothe World: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli ebook PDF
download

Farewell tothe World: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli Doc
Farewell totheWorld: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli M obipocket
Farewell totheWorld: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli EPub

GK5V48FLPNY: Farewell tothe World: A History of Suicide By Marzio Barbagli



