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Thefirst full-scale account of a Persian king vilified by history

Xerxes, Great King of the Persian Empire from 486465 B.C., has gone down in
history as an angry tyrant full of insane ambition. The stand of Leonidas and the
300 against hisarmy at Thermopylae is a byword for courage, while the failure
of Xerxes expedition has overshadowed all the other achievements of his
twenty-two-year reign.

In thislively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman shows how
Xerxes, despite sympathetic treatment by the contemporary Greek writers
Aeschylus and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed by later Greek writers
and by the propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the latest
research in Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present the ruler from the
Persian perspective. Thisilluminating volume does not whitewash Xerxes
failings but sets against them such triumphs as the architectural splendor of
Persepolis and a consideration of Xerxes' religious commitments. What emerges
isanuanced portrait of aman who ruled a vast and multicultural empire which
the Greek communities of the West saw as the antithesis of their own values.
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Thefirst full-scale account of a Persian king vilified by history

Xerxes, Great King of the Persian Empire from 486465 B.C., has gone down in history as an angry tyrant
full of insane ambition. The stand of Leonidas and the 300 against his army at Thermopylaeis a byword for
courage, while the failure of Xerxes expedition has overshadowed all the other achievements of his twenty-
two-year reign.

In thislively and comprehensive new biography, Richard Stoneman shows how Xerxes, despite sympathetic
treatment by the contemporary Greek writers Aeschylus and Herodotus, had his reputation destroyed by later
Greek writers and by the propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the latest research in
Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present the ruler from the Persian perspective. Thisilluminating
volume does not whitewash Xerxes' failings but sets against them such triumphs as the architectural splendor
of Persepolis and a consideration of Xerxes' religious commitments. What emerges is a nuanced portrait of a
man who ruled a vast and multicultural empire which the Greek communities of the West saw as the
antithesis of their own values.
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Editorial Review
Review

'Recent scholarly approaches to the lives of ancient Iranian monarchs have opted for the Reception Studies
approach, filtering the rulers through the long-lens of ancient and modern historiography. Not so Richard
Stoneman. He boldly bucksthe trend and in his Xerxes: A Persian Life provesthat it is possible to write a
very good biography of along-dead Persian. He takes a cradle-to-grave (or harem-to-ossuary) approach in
doing so and tackles the complex, conflicting, multi-layered sources with gusto.—Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones,
THE

(Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones Times Higher Education 2015-07-08)

“A biography that awakens curiosity and whets the appetite for more information.” —Kirkus Reviews
(Kirkus Reviews)

“ Stoneman shows Xerxes in an exciting new light.” ?Choice
(Choice)

“ Stoneman succeeds in offering are-examination, or a biography as he callsit, of Xerxes' life and work. . . .
A useful companion for everyone interested in the Greek-Persian wars, the civilizations of the Near East and
especially those unfamiliar with the Achaemenid Empire.”—Michael lliakis, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

(Michadl Iliakis Bryn Mawr 2017-03-17)
About the Author

Richard Stoneman is Honorary Visiting Professor, University of Exeter, and the author of numerous books.
Helivesin Devon, UK.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lily Pawlak:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitabl e to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possihilities will not happen throughout you if you take Xerxes: A Persian Life as your daily resource
information.

Mary Flynn:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of



information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need exampl e of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them isthis
Xerxes: A Persian Life.

Nicholas Gober:

Beside thiskind of Xerxes: A Persian Lifein your phone, it could possibly give you away to get nearer to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Xerxes: A Persian Life because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

Jose Roberts:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple solution to have that. What you need to do
isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many
booksin thetop list in your reading list will be Xerxes. A Persian Life. This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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