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Of all the Diaspora communities, the Jews of India are among the least known
and most interesting. This readable study, full of vivid details of everyday life,
looks in depth at the religious life of the Jewish community in Cochin, the Bene
Israel from the remote Konkan coast near Bombay, and the Baghdadi Jews, who
migrated to Indian port cities and flourished under the British Raj. Who Are the
Jews of India? is the first integrated, comprehensive work available on all three
of India's Jewish communities.

Using an interdisciplinary approach, Nathan Katz brings together methods and
insights from religious studies, ritual studies, anthropology, history, linguistics,
and folklore, as he discusses the strategies each community developed to
maintain its Jewish identity. Based on extensive fieldwork throughout India, as
well as close reading of historical documents, this study provides a striking new
understanding of the Jewish Diaspora and of Hindu civilization as a whole.
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Of all the Diaspora communities, the Jews of India are among the least known and most interesting. This
readable study, full of vivid details of everyday life, looks in depth at the religious life of the Jewish
community in Cochin, the Bene Israel from the remote Konkan coast near Bombay, and the Baghdadi Jews,
who migrated to Indian port cities and flourished under the British Raj. Who Are the Jews of India? is the
first integrated, comprehensive work available on all three of India's Jewish communities.

Using an interdisciplinary approach, Nathan Katz brings together methods and insights from religious
studies, ritual studies, anthropology, history, linguistics, and folklore, as he discusses the strategies each
community developed to maintain its Jewish identity. Based on extensive fieldwork throughout India, as well
as close reading of historical documents, this study provides a striking new understanding of the Jewish
Diaspora and of Hindu civilization as a whole.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Based on extensive fieldwork in India and a close reading of historical documents, this study provides a
new understanding of the Jewish diaspora as well as insights into the Hindu society it is located in."--"India
Abroad

From the Inside Flap

"The last decade or so has seen a surprising amount of new publications on the Indian Jews. The awareness
that the communities are disappearing has prompted memoirs by its elders as well as scholarly studies. Who
Are the Jews of India? is the first book to present a readable, interesting, integrated treatment of the three
distinct Indian Jewish communities that have evolved--the Cochin Jews, the Bene Israel, and the Baghdadis.
It also brings together material on the Baghdadi communities of Bombay, Calcutta, and Southeast Asia in a
way that I have never seen before. Its presence is most welcome; its scholarship is superior." —Daniel Gold,
author of Comprehending the Guru: Toward a Grammar of Religious Perception and The Lord as Guru:
Hindi Saints in North Indian Tradition.

From the Back Cover
"The last decade or so has seen a surprising amount of new publications on the Indian Jews. The awareness
that the communities are disappearing has prompted memoirs by its elders as well as scholarly studies. "Who
Are the Jews of India? is the first book to present a readable, interesting, integrated treatment of the three
distinct Indian Jewish communities that have evolved--the Cochin Jews, the Bene Israel, and the Baghdadis.
It also brings together material on the Baghdadi communities of Bombay, Calcutta, and Southeast Asia in a
way that I have never seen before. Its presence is most welcome; its scholarship is superior." --Daniel Gold,
author of "Comprehending the Guru: Toward a Grammar of Religious Perception and "The Lord as Guru:
Hindi Saints in North Indian Tradition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerold Richards:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Who Are the Jews of India?. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Who Are
the Jews of India?. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Louis Jackson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.



When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Who Are the Jews of India?, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

David Sayre:

Beside this specific Who Are the Jews of India? in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Who Are the Jews of India? because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times
have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!

Bernetta Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Who Are the Jews of India? can give you a lot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Who Are the Jews of India?.
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