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Both critics and admirers of Tolstoy's great novel were shocked by the savage
iconoclasm of his What is Art? when it appeared in 1898. How wasit that this
great artist could condemn the works of Shakespeare, Raphael, Beethoven and
even his own Anna Karenina as 'false art'? Today's reader still has to grapple
with that paradox. The essay still has power to challenge and provoke, for it was
written by a giant who took art seriously while western civilisation toyed with it
as amere pastime. For Tolstoy, art was as natural and as necessary for
humankind as speech.

In hisintroduction to this trandation, W. Gareth Jones shows how vitally
Tolstoy's personality and experience of life were engaged in creating What is
Art?, how integral the essay was to his art and teaching, and why it continues to
demand aresponse from us.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
W. Gareth Jones is Professor of Russian at the University of Wales, Bangor.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Terry Tyrrell:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Tolstoy: What is Art? can be great book to read. May be it
isusualy best activity to you.

Dennis Stclair:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tolstoy: What is Art?, you can enjoy both.
It isvery good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh occur its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Luciana Findley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Tolstoy: What is Art? was colorful and of
course has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book Tolstoy: What is Art? has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you
are the character on there. So, not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Jessie Davis:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. Aswe know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Tolstoy: What is Art? we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person



must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt
to change your life by this book Tolstoy: What is Art?. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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