
The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale
Studies in English)

By Anthony Welch

The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies in English) By
Anthony Welch

This book explores why Renaissance epic poetry clung to fictions of song and
oral performance in an age of growing literacy. Sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century poets, Anthony Welch argues, came to view their written art as newly
distinct from the oral cultures of their ancestors. Welch shows how the period’s
writers imagined lost civilizations built on speech and song—from Homeric
Greece and Celtic Britain to the Americas—and struggled to reconcile this oral
inheritance with an early modern culture of the book. Welch’s wide-ranging
study offers a new perspective on Renaissance Europe’s epic literature and its
troubled relationship with antiquity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Welch's multipronged argument repays careful rereading, and his lyrical prose commands grateful
admiration....This consistently learned and imaginative book will be of significant interest not only to
scholars of Renaissance literature and music but also to classists...."—Leah Whittington, Modern Philology
(Leah Whittington Modern Philology)

"Anthony Welch presents for the reader a panorama of epic and narrative poets in the late sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries who fought a losing battle but in the process made a fascinating series of experiments
before prose writers took narrative away from them. Anyone who studies Renaissance epic needs to read this
book."—Michael Murrin, Clio
(Michael Murrin Clio: A Journal of Literature, History, and the Philosophy of History)

“Welch’s . . . accomplished study considers early modern crossovers between epic and oral song as modeled
in an ancient oral culture that Renaissance humanists both idealized and mocked.”—Leah S. Marcus, SEL
(Leah S. Marcus SEL)

About the Author

Anthony Welch is assistant professor of English at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

Here thing why this specific The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies in English) are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale
Studies in English) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no reserve that similar with The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies in English). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe
the form of The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies in English) in e-book can be your option.

Georgetta Watson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable



resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies in
English) as your daily resource information.

Earnestine Marcus:

The e-book untitled The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies in English) is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past (Yale Studies
in English) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Donna Salerno:

You could spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Renaissance Epic and the Oral Past
(Yale Studies in English) is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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