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What isinvolved in the composition, performance, and reception of classical
music? What are we doing when we listen to this music seriously? Why when
playing a Beethoven sonata do performers begin with the first note indicated in
the score; why don't they feel free to improvise around the sonata's central
theme? Why, finally, does it go against tradition for an audience at a concert of
classical music to tap its feet? Bound up in these questionsiis the overriding
question of what it means philosophically, musically, and historically for
musicians to speak about music in terms of "works'.

In this book, Lydia Goehr describes how the concept of a musical work fully
crystallized around 1800, and subsequently defined the norms, expectations, and
behavioral patterns that have come to characterize classical musical practice. The
description is set in the context of amore general philosophical account of the
rise and fall of concepts and ideals, and of their normative functions; at the same
time, debates amongst conductors, early-music performers, and avant-gardists are
addressed.

The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works is a seminal work of scholarship, and
has appeared in an astonishing variety of contexts and disciplines from
musicological and philosophical sinceitsinitia publication. This second edition
features a new Introductory Essay by the author, discussing the genesis of her
groundbreaking thesis, how her subsequent work has followed and developed
similar themes, and how criticisms along the way have informed not only her
own work but the "Imaginary Museum" concept more generally asit spread
across disciplinary lines. A provocative foreword by Richard Taruskin
contextualizes Goehr's argument and points to its continuing centrality to the
field.
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What isinvolved in the composition, performance, and reception of classical music? What are we doing
when we listen to this music seriously? Why when playing a Beethoven sonata do performers begin with the
first note indicated in the score; why don't they feel free to improvise around the sonata's central theme?
Why, finally, doesit go against tradition for an audience at a concert of classical music to tap its feet? Bound
up in these questions is the overriding question of what it means philosophically, musically, and historically
for musicians to speak about music in terms of "works".

In this book, Lydia Goehr describes how the concept of amusical work fully crystallized around 1800, and
subsequently defined the norms, expectations, and behaviora patterns that have come to characterize
classical musical practice. The description is set in the context of a more general philosophical account of the
rise and fall of concepts and ideals, and of their normative functions; at the same time, debates amongst
conductors, early-music performers, and avant-gardists are addressed.

The Imaginary Museum of Musical Worksis a seminal work of scholarship, and has appeared in an
astonishing variety of contexts and disciplines from musicological and philosophical sinceitsinitial
publication. This second edition features a new Introductory Essay by the author, discussing the genesis of
her groundbreaking thesis, how her subsequent work has followed and developed similar themes, and how
criticisms along the way have informed not only her own work but the "Imaginary Museum™ concept more
generally asit spread across disciplinary lines. A provocative foreword by Richard Taruskin contextualizes
Goehr's argument and points to its continuing centrality to the field.
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Editorial Review
Review

"In my opinion, thisis the most important book on music aesthetics to appear in the last several decades....
Goehr does not seek a universal definition for music and its meanings but instead traces the history of the
'work concept' in Western music. She both reveal s the devel opments that cemented the notion of the musical
work in the 19th century and also examines the limits of that notion."--Susan McClary, Professor of
Musicology, University of California-- Los Angeles

"This book is nhot only amajor contribution to the philosophy of music, but is also vitally important to
understanding music history and performance practice. Further, those interested in rethinking the
conventions of today's classical music world should not missit."--Bernard Sherman, lowa Public Radio,
author of Inside Early Music: Conversations with Performers, co-editor of Performing Brahms

Reviews of the First Edition

"A novel and definitive study of a concept of major importance in both the history of music and the
philosophy of music.”--Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism”

"Thisisabrilliant and fascinating book...a book to be read by anyone interested in music and concerned for
the health of our culture."--Music and Letters

"One of the most exciting books on music to appear for along timeexceptional, clearly the product of a
fresh, imaginative, lucid mind...this book cannot fail to be essential reading for along time to come...with
this volume we have afeast par excellence.!"--Times Higher Educational Supplement



About the Author

Lydia Goehr is Professor of Philosophy and Aesthetic Theory at Columbia University. Sheis also author The
Quest for Voice: Music, Palitics, and the Limits of Philosophy, the forthcoming Elective Affinities: Musical
Essays of the History of Aesthetic Theory, and co-editor of The Don Giovanni Moment: Essays on the
Legacy of an Opera.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Micheal Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Weéll, probably you will want this The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works: An Essay in the Philosophy of
Music.

Tatum Martin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this The Imaginary Museum
of Musical Works: An Essay in the Philosophy of Music.

Brent Jones:

The book with title The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works: An Essay in the Philosophy of Music has lot
of information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Jeffery Fulmer:

The particular book The Imaginary Museum of Musical Works: An Essay in the Philosophy of Music has a
lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. M cdougal makes some research just before write this book. This



kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.
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