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Celebrated as avisionary chronicler of spirituality, Teresaof Avila (1515-1582)
suffered persecution by the Counter-Reformation clergy in Spain, who
denounced her for her "diabolical illusions" and "dangerous propaganda.”
Confronting the historical irony of Teresa's transformation from afigure of
guestionable orthodoxy to a national saint, Alison Weber shows how this teacher
and reformer used exceptional rhetorical skillsto defend her ideas at atime when
women were denied participation in theological discourse. In a close examination
of Teresa's major writings, Weber correlates the stylistic techniques of humility,
irony, obfuscation, and humor with social variables such as the marginalized
status of pietistic groups and demonstrates how Teresa strategically adopted
linguistic features associated with women--affectivity, spontaneity,
colloquialism--in order to gain access to the realm of power associated with men.
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Celebrated as avisionary chronicler of spirituality, Teresa of Avila (1515-1582) suffered persecution by the
Counter-Reformation clergy in Spain, who denounced her for her "diabolical illusions' and "dangerous
propaganda." Confronting the historical irony of Teresa's transformation from afigure of questionable
orthodoxy to a national saint, Alison Weber shows how this teacher and reformer used exceptional rhetorical
skillsto defend her ideas at atime when women were denied participation in theological discourse. In aclose
examination of Teresa's major writings, Weber correlates the stylistic techniques of humility, irony,
obfuscation, and humor with social variables such as the marginalized status of pietistic groups and
demonstrates how Teresa strategically adopted linguistic features associated with women--affectivity,
spontaneity, colloquialism--in order to gain access to the realm of power associated with men.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Weber's book reveals the many ambiguities of Teresa's narrative technique. Her analysis of these shifting
tones and strategiesis original and stimulating, and is a valuable contribution to the study of this
extraordinary woman."--Colin P. Thompson, The Times Literary Supplement

From the Back Cover

"A startling case study of how women were able to function as leaders and intellectuals in cultures that
forbade these roles."--Rosemary Radford Ruether, Garret Theological Seminary and Northwestern
University

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Henry Howsell:

Within other case, little people like to read book Teresa of Avila and the Rhetoric of Femininity. Y ou can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book
Teresa of Avilaand the Rhetoric of Femininity. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country

until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we are able to open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can
use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Randall James:

The book Teresa of Avilaand the Rhetoric of Femininity can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Teresa of
Avilaand the Rhetoric of Femininity? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share al of these.
Book Teresaof Avilaand the Rhetoric of Femininity has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Aida Zambrana;

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Teresa of Avila
and the Rhetoric of Femininity suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Teresa of Avilaand the Rhetoric of Femininityis asingle of several booksin
which everyone read now. This book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this guide you



will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you alarge
amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

Christopher Jorge:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Teresa of Avilaand the
Rhetoric of Femininity which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's find.
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