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More than two centuries ago, William Paley introduced his famous metaphor of
the universe as a watch made by the Creator. For Paley, the exquisite structure of
the universe necessitated a designer. Today, some 150 years since Darwin's On
the Origin of Species was published, the argument of design is seeing a revival.
This provocative work tells how Darwin left the door open for this revival--and
at the same time argues for a new conceptual framework that avoids the
problematic teleology inherent in Darwin's formulation of natural selection. In a
wide-ranging discussion of the historical and philosophical dimensions of
evolutionary theory from the ancient Greeks to today, John Reiss argues that we
should look to the principle of the conditions for existence, first formulated
before On the Origin of Species by the French paleontologist Georges Cuvier, to
clarify the relation of adaptation to evolution. Reiss suggests that Cuvier's
principle can help resolve persistent issues in evolutionary biology, including the
proper definition of natural selection, the distinction between natural selection
and genetic drift, and the meaning of genetic load. Moreover, he shows how this
principle can help unite diverse areas of biology, ranging from quantitative
genetics and the theory of the levels of selection to evo-devo, ecology,
physiology, and conservation biology.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An important book that should be widely read and discussed.”
(American Scientist 2010-03-01)

“An engaging read and is sure to stimulate much-needed discussion about the details of current evolutionary
concepts.”
(Anne-Marie C. Hodge Integrative & Comparative Bio (Sicb) 2009-09-17)

“[Not by Design] offers a rare synthesis of insights from quite diverse fields. . . . A good place to make
relevant discoveries.”
(Metapsychology Online Review 2012-05-15)

“Well documented.”
(James D. Williams Biological Conservation 2010-04-08)

“[This book] offers a rare synthesis of insights from quite diverse fields.”
(Christina Behme Metapsychology Online Review)

From the Inside Flap

"Charles Darwin described natural selection in two ways: devoid of purpose or direction and as a teleological
agent sorting through heritable variation. Evolutionary biologists today repeat Darwin's divergent rhetoric. In
this fine book, John Reiss helps us to rid all teleology from evolutionary biology."—William Provine,
Cornell University

"Anyone who thinks they understand how natural selection works as an evolutionary process ought to read
this book. You do not need to agree with Reiss to benefit from his ideas."—Günter Wagner, Yale University

About the Author

John O. Reiss is Professor of Zoology at Humboldt State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Not by
Design: Retiring Darwin’s Watchmaker? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have different opinion?



Troy Harlow:

The book untitled Not by Design: Retiring Darwin’s Watchmaker contain a lot of information on it. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Micah Best:

Beside this specific Not by Design: Retiring Darwin’s Watchmaker in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Not by Design: Retiring Darwin’s Watchmaker because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with
read it from today!

Rose Duprey:

This Not by Design: Retiring Darwin’s Watchmaker is new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Not by Design: Retiring Darwin’s
Watchmaker can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy to get simply
by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book
type. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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