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This introduction to neuroscience is unique in its emphasis on how we know
what we know about the structure and function of the nervous system. What are
the observations and experiments that have taught us about the brain and spinal
cord? The book traces our current neuroscientific knowledge to many and varied
sources, including ancient observations on the role of the spinal cord in posture
and movement, nineteenth-century neuroanatomists' descriptions of the nature of
nerve cells, physicians' attempts throughout history to correlate the site of a brain
injury with its symptoms, and experiments on the brains of invertebrates. After
an overview of the brain and its connections to the sensory and motor systems,
Neuroscience discusses, among other topics, the structure of nerve cells;
electrical transmission in the nervous system; chemical transmission and the
mechanism of drug action; sensation; vision; hearing; movement; learning and
memory; language and the brain; neurological disease; personality and emotion;
the treatment of mental illness; and consciousness. It explains the sometimes
baffling Latin names for brain subdivisions; discusses the role of technology in
the field, from microscopes to EEGs; and describes the many varieties of
scientific discovery. The book's novel perspective offers a particularly effective
way for students to learn about neuroscience. It also makes it clear that past
contributions offer a valuable guide for thinking about the puzzles that remain.
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This introduction to neuroscience is unique in its emphasis on how we know what we know about the
structure and function of the nervous system. What are the observations and experiments that have taught us
about the brain and spinal cord? The book traces our current neuroscientific knowledge to many and varied
sources, including ancient observations on the role of the spinal cord in posture and movement, nineteenth-
century neuroanatomists' descriptions of the nature of nerve cells, physicians' attempts throughout history to
correlate the site of a brain injury with its symptoms, and experiments on the brains of invertebrates. After an
overview of the brain and its connections to the sensory and motor systems, Neuroscience discusses, among
other topics, the structure of nerve cells; electrical transmission in the nervous system; chemical transmission
and the mechanism of drug action; sensation; vision; hearing; movement; learning and memory; language
and the brain; neurological disease; personality and emotion; the treatment of mental illness; and
consciousness. It explains the sometimes baffling Latin names for brain subdivisions; discusses the role of
technology in the field, from microscopes to EEGs; and describes the many varieties of scientific discovery.
The book's novel perspective offers a particularly effective way for students to learn about neuroscience. It
also makes it clear that past contributions offer a valuable guide for thinking about the puzzles that remain.
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Editorial Review

Review

Authoritative, highly readable, wonderfully illustrated, and just plain interesting. Students of neuroscience
will finally learn where all those ideas and terms came from that we now use with regularity. Only Glickstein
could have achieved all of this.

(Michael Gazzaniga)

This book is a must for anyone interested in the historical antecedents of the concepts and ideas that
preoccupy today's neuroscientists.

(Leo M. Chalupa, The George Washington University)

Mitch Glickstein weaves the history of neuroscience into the presentation of the basic concepts of
neuroscience. Both the salient scientists and their experiments are recounted with a wry sense of humor. If
you want to read or teach neuroscience in the context of its historical development, this is your book.

(Robert H. Wurtz, National Institutes of Health)

Neuroscience by Mitchell Glickstein is a delightful mixture of the factual and historical underpinnings of
neurology and neuroscience from one of the field's greatest scholars.

(Michael N. Shadlen, Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and Professor of Neuroscience,
Columbia University)

This is indeed an excellent introduction to neuroscience.

(Choice)

Generalists, and even specialists, looking for a good overview of neuroscience will find that Glickstein's
contribution is solid.

(Leonardo Reviews)

About the Author

Mitchell Glickstein is Emeritus Professor of Neuroscience at University College London. He has held
research and teaching positions at Caltech, University of Washington, Brown University, and Dartmouth
College.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pat Swartz:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press). You
can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of
book Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gary Landrum:

The event that you get from Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press) is the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to know but Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction
(MIT Press) instantly.

Joan Beverly:

Often the book Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press) is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Judith Ellis:

This Neuroscience: A Historical Introduction (MIT Press) is brand new way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Neuroscience: A Historical
Introduction (MIT Press) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy
to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
knowledge.
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