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This book looks at the ever-present anxieties associated with language change.
Focusing on English from Alfred the Great to the present, Tim Machan offers a
fresh perspective on the history of language. He reveals amusing and sometimes
disconcerting aspects of our linguistic and social behavior and suggests that
anxiety about language has sometimes allowed us to avoid the issues we really
find disturbing: when speakers of English worry over grammar, sounds, or words
the real source of their anxiety is often not language at all but issues like
immigration or social instability.

Drawing on an array of evidence from archives, literature, history, polemics, and
the press, as well as centuries of legislation, Tim Machan uncovers the perennial
nature of concerns about the poverty and purity of English. There has never been
a time, he shows, when we weren't worried about the corruption of language and
its apparent connections with educational standards, the morality of youth, the
integrity of society, and the identity of our nations. This is a fascinating story,
told here in consummate fashion, combining insight and anecdote, and learning
with wit - a book for everyone interested in languages and the people who speak
them.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An impressive book making a persuasive case, with a wealth of evidence being presented from many
domains."--Year's Work in English Studies

"This is an excellent book. The subject matter is extremely interesting, the book is well-written, and the
arguments are carefully crafted." --eLanguage

"Machan's work is perhaps as valuable for the extraordinary assembly of historical
commentary on language change as for his essential thesis that language anxiety is symptomatic of anxiety
about other major tumultuous events in society, including the demise of national identity through
immigration, social dissolution in general, or the shoring up of power and privilege by those who already
have it. It is a truly fascinating book."--Discourse and Society

About the Author

Tim William Machan is Professor of English at Marquette University. He has published extensively on
medieval language and literature and has edited texts in Middle English, Old Norse, Latin, and French. His
books include Textual Criticism and Middle English Texts (University Press of Virginia, 1994), English in its
Social Contexts (edited with C. T. Scott, OUP, 1992), English in the Middle Ages (OUP 2003, paperback
edition 2005), Sources of the 'Boece' (Georgia, 2005), and Chaucer's 'Boece' (Carl Winter, 2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Threatt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Language
Anxiety: Conflict and Change in the History of English? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have other opinion?



Albert Fragoso:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Language
Anxiety: Conflict and Change in the History of English. All type of book could you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lindsay Washington:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Language Anxiety: Conflict and Change in the History of English book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer associated with Language Anxiety: Conflict and Change in the History of English content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Language Anxiety: Conflict and
Change in the History of English is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jeff Keenan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Language
Anxiety: Conflict and Change in the History of English.
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