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In 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the
International Declaration of Human Rights, a document designed to hold both
individuals and nations accountable for their treatment of fellow human beings,
regardless of religious or cultural affiliations. Since then, the compatibility of
Islam and human rights has emerged as a particularly thorny issue of
international concern, and has been addressed by Muslim rulers, conservatives,
and extremists, as well as Western analysts and policymakers; all have
commonly agreed that Islamic theology and human rights cannot coexist.

Abdulaziz Sachedina rejects this informal consensus, arguing instead for the
essential compatibility of Islam and human rights. He offers a balanced and
incisive critique of Western experts who have ignored or underplayed the
importance of religion to the development of human rights, contending that any
theory of universal rights necessarily emerges out of particular cultural contexts.
At the same time, he re-examines the juridical and theological traditions that
form the basis of conservative Muslim objections to human rights, arguing that
Islam, like any culture, is open to development and change. Finally, and most
importantly, Sachedina articulates a fresh position that argues for a
correspondence between Islam and secular notions of human rights.
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In 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the International Declaration
of Human Rights, a document designed to hold both individuals and nations accountable for their treatment
of fellow human beings, regardless of religious or cultural affiliations. Since then, the compatibility of Islam
and human rights has emerged as a particularly thorny issue of international concern, and has been addressed
by Muslim rulers, conservatives, and extremists, as well as Western analysts and policymakers; all have
commonly agreed that Islamic theology and human rights cannot coexist.

Abdulaziz Sachedina rejects this informal consensus, arguing instead for the essential compatibility of Islam
and human rights. He offers a balanced and incisive critique of Western experts who have ignored or
underplayed the importance of religion to the development of human rights, contending that any theory of
universal rights necessarily emerges out of particular cultural contexts. At the same time, he re-examines the
juridical and theological traditions that form the basis of conservative Muslim objections to human rights,
arguing that Islam, like any culture, is open to development and change. Finally, and most importantly,
Sachedina articulates a fresh position that argues for a correspondence between Islam and secular notions of
human rights.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Islam and the Challenge of Human Rights is a reverent, insightful, and truly critical work by Abdulaziz
Sachedina, who is the leading Islamic theorist writing in English today. This book is must reading for
Muslims who want to be full participants in western moral and political discourse, for Jews and Christians
who want voices from the third great monotheistic religion of revelation to become part of their dialogical
interaction, and even for secular people who want to engage religious voices in moral and political discourse
that is truly inclusive." --David Novak, J. Richard and Dorothy Shiff Professor of Jewish Studies, University
of Toronto

"A searching investigation questioning the dilemmas facing Muslim thinkers with respect to human rights
and a critique of the Western configuration of human rights as universal. Sachedina explores the possibility
of an inclusive doctrine of human rights and he does so with passion and sensitivity. This book deepens our
appreciation of human rights and also opens new frontiers of inquiry." --Ebrahim Moosa, Associate
Professor of Islamic Studies, Duke University

"Sacedina's book is an excellent and stimulating contribution to the scholarship on the relationship between
Islam and human rights and on developing and Islamic human rights system."--Niaz A. Shah, School of Law,
University of Hull

"In the current cultural climate with all of its noise and ignorant posturing about Islam and Muslims,
Sachedina's voice is invaluable. This work sets forth and begins to make good on an important and timely
agenda within Islamic thought; hopefully future work will develop the agenda further."--The Journal of
Religion

About the Author

Abdulaziz Sachedina is Professor and Endowed IIIT Chair in Islamic Studies at George Mason University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Reese:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,



or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book Islam and the Challenge of Human Rights it is quite good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Ross Larson:

Islam and the Challenge of Human Rights can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Islam and the Challenge of
Human Rights although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

James Scott:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Islam and the Challenge of
Human Rights which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Jennifer Knott:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some
books. One of the books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Islam and the Challenge of Human
Rights. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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