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Few sources reveal the life of the ancient Romans as vividly as do the houses
preserved by the eruption of Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans lavished resources on
shaping their surroundings to impress their crowds of visitors. The fashions they
set were taken up and imitated by ordinary citizens. In this illustrated book,
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill explores the rich potential of the houses of Pompeii and
Herculaneum to offer new insights into Roman social life. Exposing
misconceptions derived from contemporary culture, he shows the close
interconnection of spheres we take as discrete: public and private, family and
outsiders, work and leisure.

Combining archaeological evidence with Roman texts and comparative material
from other cultures, Wallace-Hadrill raises a range of new questions. How did
the organization of space and the use of decoration help to structure social
encounters between owner and visitor, man and woman, master and slave? What
sort of "households" did the inhabitants of the Roman house form? How did the
world of work relate to that of entertainment and leisure? How widely did the
luxuries of the rich spread among the houses of craftsmen and shopkeepers?
Through analysis of the remains of over two hundred houses, Wallace-Hadrill
reveals the remarkably dynamic social environment of early imperial Italy, and
the vital part that houses came to play in defining what it meant "to live as a
Roman."
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Few sources reveal the life of the ancient Romans as vividly as do the houses preserved by the eruption of
Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans lavished resources on shaping their surroundings to impress their crowds of
visitors. The fashions they set were taken up and imitated by ordinary citizens. In this illustrated book,
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill explores the rich potential of the houses of Pompeii and Herculaneum to offer new
insights into Roman social life. Exposing misconceptions derived from contemporary culture, he shows the
close interconnection of spheres we take as discrete: public and private, family and outsiders, work and
leisure.

Combining archaeological evidence with Roman texts and comparative material from other cultures,
Wallace-Hadrill raises a range of new questions. How did the organization of space and the use of decoration
help to structure social encounters between owner and visitor, man and woman, master and slave? What sort
of "households" did the inhabitants of the Roman house form? How did the world of work relate to that of
entertainment and leisure? How widely did the luxuries of the rich spread among the houses of craftsmen and
shopkeepers? Through analysis of the remains of over two hundred houses, Wallace-Hadrill reveals the
remarkably dynamic social environment of early imperial Italy, and the vital part that houses came to play in
defining what it meant "to live as a Roman."
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Editorial Review

From Scientific American
[In] this splendidly illustrated book ... Wallace-Hadrill argues for a new understanding of urban life in the
early [Roman] empire. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in GrecoRoman study.

Review
Winner of the James R. Wiseman Award, Archaeological Institute of America
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 1994

"Wallace-Hadrill's book now joins the ranks of the revisionist studies [of Pompeian society], but far
surpasses them in the breadth of its vision and the fundamental nature of its challenge to the Maiurian
orthodoxy. Wallace-Hadrill belongs to a rare breed, the social historian who has an intimate first-hand
knowledge of the archaeological evidence; and this book is a fitting witness to the benefits which such a
range of interest can bestow. It is a major statement in its field, and will set the agenda for future generations
of researchers into Pompeian society."--Roger Ling, Burlington Magazine

"[In] this splendidly illustrated book . . . Wallace-Hadrill argues for a new understanding of urban life in the
early [Roman] empire. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in Greco-Roman study."--
Richard S. Ascough, Religious Studies Review

From the Back Cover
Few sources reveal the life of the ancient Romans as vividly as do the houses preserved by the eruption of
Vesuvius. Wealthy Romans lavished resources on shaping their surroundings to impress their crowds of
visitors. The fashions they set were taken up and imitated by ordinary citizens. In this illustrated book,
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill explores the rich potential of the houses of Pompeii and Herculaneum to offer new
insights into Roman social life. Exposing misconceptions derived from contemporary culture, he shows the
close interconnection of spheres we take as discrete: public and private, family and outsiders, work and
leisure.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum.



Steven Anderson:

This Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum without we understand teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Houses and Society in
Pompeii and Herculaneum can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Houses and Society in Pompeii and
Herculaneum having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Kenny Crowther:

Beside that Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in
the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!

Emily Scott:

This Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Houses and Society in
Pompeii and Herculaneum can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book
is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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