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"Couch hits on an improbable, even fantastic premise, and then rigorously hews
to the logic that it generates, keeping it afloat (at times literally) to the end."
—Los Angeles Times

"Délightfully lighthearted writing. . . . Occasionally laugh-out-loud funny, the
enthusiastic prose carries readers through sporadic dark moments. . . Parzybok’s
quirky humor recalls the flaws and successes of early Douglas
Adams."—Publishers Weekly

"The book succeeds as a conceptual art piece, aliterary travelogue, and a
fantastical quest.”
—Willamette Week

"Hundreds of writers have slavishly imitated—or outright ripped off—Tolkien in
ways that connoisseurs of other genres would consider shameless. What
Parzybok has done here in adapting the same old song to aworld more familiar
to the reader is to revive the genre and make it relevant again”

—The Stranger

A Spring Summer Indie Next Reading List Pick: Top 10 Reading Group
Suggestions

"Couch follows the quirky journey of Thom, Erik, and Tree as they venture into
the unknown at the behest of a magical, orange couch, which has its own plan for
their previously boring lives. Parzybok's colorful characters, striking humor, and
eccentric magical realism offer up an adventuresome read."

—Christian Crider, Inkwood Books, Tampa, FL

A January 2009 Indie Next List Pick

"This funny novel of furniture moving gone awry is amagical realism quest for
modern times. Parzybok's touching story explores the aimlessness of our culture,
asociety of jobsinstead of callings, replete with opportunities and choices but
without the philosophies and vocations we need to make meaningful decisions.”
—Josh Cook, Porter Square Books, Cambridge, MA
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"A lot of people are looking for magic in the world today, but only Benjamin
Parzybok thought to check the sofa, which is, | think, the placeit’s most likely to
be found. Couch is a lacker epic: a gentle, funny book that ambles merrily from
Coupland to Tolkien, and gives couch-surfing (among other things) a whole new
meaning.”

—Paul LaFarge

"One of the strangest road novels you'll ever read. It's afunny and fun book, and
it'salso avery smart book. Fans of Tom Robbins or Christopher Moore should
enjoy this."

—Handee Books

"It is an upholstered Odyssey unlike any other you are likely to read. It is funny,
confusing in places, wild and anarchic. It is part Quixote, part Murakami, part
Tom Robbins, part DFS showroom. It has cult hit written all over it."

—Scott, Me and My Big Mouth

Benjamin Parzybok on tour:
http://booktour.com/author/benjamin_par zybok

In this exuberant and hilarious debut reminiscent of The Life of Pi and Then We
Came to the End, an episode of furniture moving gone awry becomes an
impromptu quest of self-discovery, secret histories, and unexpected revelations.

Thom is a computer geek whose hacking of a certain Washington-based software
giant haswon him alittle fame but few job prospects. Erik is a smalltime con
man, afast-talker who is never quite quick enough on his feet. Their roommate,
Tree, isaconfused clairvoyant whose dreams and prophecies may not be
completely off base. After afreak accident fl oods their apartment, the three are
evicted—Dbut they have to take their couch with them. Thereal problem? The
couch—huge and orange—won't let them put it down. Soon the three roommates
are on across-country trek along back roads, byways, and rail lines, heading far
out of Portland and deep into one very weird corner of the American dream.

Benjamin Parzybok isthe creator of Gumball Poetry, ajournal published
through gumball machines, and the Black Magic Insurance Agency, acity-wide
mystery/treasure hunt. He has worked as a congressional page, a ghostwriter for
the governor of Washington, aweb developer, a Taiwanese factory technical
writer, an asbestos removal janitor, and a potato sorter. He lives in Portland,
Oregon, with the writer Laura Moulton and their two children.
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keeping it afloat (at times literaly) to the end."
—Los Angeles Times

"Déelightfully lighthearted writing. . . . Occasionally laugh-out-loud funny, the enthusiastic prose carries
readers through sporadic dark moments. . . Parzybok’s quirky humor recalls the flaws and successes of early
Douglas Adams."—Publishers Weekly

"The book succeeds as a conceptual art piece, aliterary travelogue, and afantastical quest.”
—Willamette Week

"Hundreds of writers have slavishly imitated—or outright ripped off—Tolkien in ways that connoisseurs of
other genres would consider shameless. What Parzybok has done here in adapting the same old song to a
world more familiar to the reader is to revive the genre and make it relevant again”

—The Stranger

A Spring Summer Indie Next Reading List Pick: Top 10 Reading Group Suggestions

"Couch follows the quirky journey of Thom, Erik, and Tree as they venture into the unknown at the behest of
amagical, orange couch, which hasits own plan for their previously boring lives. Parzybok's colorful
characters, striking humor, and eccentric magical realism offer up an adventuresome read."

—Christian Crider, Inkwood Books, Tampa, FL
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"Thisfunny novel of furniture moving gone awry isamagical realism quest for modern times. Parzybok's
touching story explores the aimlessness of our culture, a society of jobs instead of callings, replete with
opportunities and choices but without the philosophies and vocations we need to make meaningful
decisions.”

—Josh Cook, Porter Square Books, Cambridge, MA

"A lot of people are looking for magic in the world today, but only Benjamin Parzybok thought to check the
sofa, whichis, | think, the place it’smost likely to be found. Couch is a dacker epic: a gentle, funny book
that ambles merrily from Coupland to Tolkien, and gives couch-surfing (among other things) a whole new
meaning.”

—Paul LaFarge

"One of the strangest road novels you'll ever read. It's afunny and fun book, and it's al'so a very smart book.
Fans of Tom Robbins or Christopher Moore should enjoy this."
—Handee Books
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written all over it."
—Scott, Me and My Big Mouth
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In this exuberant and hilarious debut reminiscent of The Life of Pi and Then We Came to the End, an episode
of furniture moving gone awry becomes an impromptu quest of self-discovery, secret histories, and
unexpected revelations.

Thom is a computer geek whose hacking of a certain Washington-based software giant has won him alittle
fame but few job prospects. Erik is a smalltime con man, afast-talker who is never quite quick enough on his
feet. Their roommate, Tree, is a confused clairvoyant whose dreams and prophecies may not be completely
off base. After afreak accident fl oods their apartment, the three are evicted—but they have to take their
couch with them. The rea problem? The couch—huge and orange—won’t let them put it down. Soon the
three roommates are on a cross-country trek along back roads, byways, and rail lines, heading far out of
Portland and deep into one very weird corner of the American dream.

Benjamin Parzybok isthe creator of Gumball Poetry, ajourna published through gumball machines, and
the Black Magic Insurance Agency, a city-wide mystery/treasure hunt. He has worked as a congressional
page, a ghostwriter for the governor of Washington, aweb devel oper, a Taiwanese factory technical writer,
an asbestos removal janitor, and a potato sorter. He livesin Portland, Oregon, with the writer Laura Moulton
and their two children.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Parzybok's delightfully lighthearted writing successfully diverts attention from the heavy-handed plot
devices that threaten to overwhelm this ambitious debut. An apartment flood destroys almost everything
owned by mismatched roommates Thom, Tree and Erik, leaving only the handmade orange couch, which the
landlord demands they remove. Broke, jobless and now homeless, the roommates begin carrying their couch
through the streets of Portland, Ore., and quickly discover two things: it might be magical, and Goodwill
won't take it. They reluctantly embark on a hapless quest to take the couch exactly where it wants to go.
Occasionally laugh-out-loud funny, the enthusiastic prose carries readers through sporadic dark moments,
though it can't save a clunky finale that leaves too many unanswered questions, including the survival of its
heroes. Parzybok's quirky humor recalls the flaws and successes of early Douglas Adams. (Nov.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Benjamin Parzybok created ajournal published through gumball machines (Gumball Poetry) and a city-wide
mystery/treasure hunt (Black Magic Insurance Agency). His previous jobs include: ghostwriter for the
Governor of Washington state, web developer, Taiwanese factory technical writer, asbestos removal janitor,
potato sorter, and congressional page. He livesin Portland, Oregon, with the writer Laura Moulton and their
son.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carla Ramirez;

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has adifferent type. Asyou may know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Couch will make you to possibly be
smarter. You can fed considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Roselbarra;

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Couch
suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Couchis
the main of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core
of this guide. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world in this particular book.



M anda Per ez:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading areserve will give you alot of
new data. When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Couch, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Alexandra Stafford:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Couch guide written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt Couch as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one
guide that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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