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Diana stands before the mirror preening with her best friend, Maureen. Suddenly,
a classmate enters holding a gun, and Diana sees her life dance before her eyes.
In amoment the future she was just imagining--a doting wife and mother at the
age of forty--is sealed by a horrific decision sheisforced to make. In prose
infused with the dramatically feminine sensuality of spring, we experience
seventeen-year-old Diand's uncertain steps into womanhood--her awkward,
heated forays into sex; her fresh, fragile construction of an identity. Together
with the sights and sounds of renewal, we experience the tasks of Diana's
adulthood: protecting her beloved daughter and holding onto her successful
husband.

An acclaimed writer and poet, Laura Kasischke has crafted a consciousness that
encompasses the truth of ateenager's world and the profound transformation of
that world at midlife. Resonant and deeply stirring, The Life Before Her Eyes
finds piercing beauty in the midst of a nightmare from long ago that echoes like a
dirge beneath each new spring.
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Diana stands before the mirror preening with her best friend, Maureen. Suddenly, a classmate enters holding
agun, and Diana sees her life dance before her eyes. In amoment the future she was just imagining--a doting
wife and mother at the age of forty--is sealed by a horrific decision she is forced to make. In prose infused
with the dramatically feminine sensuality of spring, we experience seventeen-year-old Diana's uncertain
steps into womanhood--her awkward, heated forays into sex; her fresh, fragile construction of an identity.
Together with the sights and sounds of renewal, we experience the tasks of Diana's adulthood: protecting her
beloved daughter and holding onto her successful husband.

An acclaimed writer and poet, Laura Kasischke has crafted a consciousness that encompasses the truth of a
teenager's world and the profound transformation of that world at midlife. Resonant and deeply stirring, The
Life Before Her Eyes finds piercing beauty in the midst of a nightmare from long ago that echoes like adirge
beneath each new spring.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Thisthird novel by Michigan author Kasischke (Suspicious River) opens with a shocking scene from a
Columbine-like school massacre. Diana and her best friend are confronted by a schoolmate killer, but only
Dianais spared. Fast-forward 20 years. Diana, now middle-aged and still beautiful, is a housewife and artist
living in the same idyllic university town with a handsome professor-husband and a young daughter. She has
seemingly repressed her memory of the event aswell as her survivor's guilt, but her perfect world and her
grip on reality are both starting to crack. These scenes are imbued with that sense of eerie apprehension
found in agood horror flick. Woven through the book is a flashback narrative of Diana's sunny but empty-
headed adolescent days. The novel plays teenage Diana's youthful illusions of immortality and beauty
against the shifting, uneasy reality of middle age. Kasischke, also a published poet, writes prose that is
dreamy and lyrical. Thisis one book you won't want to put down. Highly recommended for all popular
fiction collections.

- Reba Leiding, James Madison Univ., Harrisonburg, VA

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Disturbing fiction (Suspicious River 1996, and White Bird in a Blizzard, 1999) is fast becoming prizewinning
poet Kasischke's hallmark. Her third novel opens with a haunting scene set in the girls washroom of a high
school. Dianais goofing in front of the mirror with her best friend, Maureen, "when they hear the first dot-
dot-dot of automatic gunfire. It sounds phony and far away." They are eventually confronted by the gunman,
afellow classmate whom "they'd never even really noticed." He asks them aterrible question, "Which one of
you girls should | kill?" Kasischke then juxtaposes scenes from 17-year-old Diana's life with scenes from her
apparent future as a 40-year-old wife and mother. In the final chapter, however, the author ambushes the
reader with a shocking revelation about Diana's fate. Whether the novel is viewed as a cheap narrative trick
(there will be plenty of readers crying foul) or an imaginative exploration, there's no denying that Kasischke
isafearless writer. Joanne Wilkinson

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
PRAISE FOR THE LIFE BEFORE HER EYES

"Hauntingly original . . . A tour de force."--O Magazine

"Potent and poetic storytelling. Such isthe agility of [Kasischke's] writing that it can encompass both a
heinously nihilistic act and amost magical . . . outcome."--Elle

"Poetic . . . A novel that takes on deep matters of life and death; conscience and consciousness; family, love,
and friendship."--Los Angeles Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Sandra Gregory:

The book The Life Before Her Eyes can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like abook The Life Before Her Eyes?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many datafor us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Life Before Her Eyes has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous
world by wide open and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Antione Wilson:

Here thing why this specific The Life Before Her Eyes are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
looking at abook is good but it depends in the content than it which isthe content is as tasty as food or not.
The Life Before Her Eyes giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with The Life Before Her Eyes. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by
train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Life Before Her
Eyesin e-book can be your substitute.

Robert Thompson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This The Life Before Her Eyes can give you alot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great
folks. So, why hesitate? Let's have The Life Before Her Eyes.

John Stewart:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. Aswe
know those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By the book The Life Before Her Eyes we can take more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Life Before Her Eyes. Y ou can
more inviting than now.
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