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It has become known to many as the moment when the U.S. Supreme Court
kicked God out of the public schools, supposedly paving the way for a decline in
educational quality and a dramatic rise in delinquency and immorality. The 6-to-
1 decision in Engel v. Vitale (1962) not only sparked outrage among a great
many religious Americans, it also rallied those who cried out against what they
perceived as a dangerously activist Court.

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable guide to the first and still
most important case that addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public
schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school that was challenged in
Engel v. Vitale was hardly denominational not even overtly Christian but a
handful of parents saw it as a violation of the First Amendment's proscription
again the establishment of religion. The case forced the Supreme Court to take a
stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between church and state. When it did
so, the Court declared that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how brief,
non-denominational, or voluntary the Long Island school board had
unconstitutionally approved the establishment of religion in school.

Writing with impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his account of
the Engel decision in the larger historical and political context, citing battles over
a wide range of religious activities in public schools throughout American
history. He takes readers behind the scenes at school board meetings and Court
deliberations to show real people wrestling with deeply personal issues. Through
interviews with many of the participants, he also reveals the large price paid by
the plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently harassed both during and
after the trial.

For a long time, opponents of the decision have loudly claimed that it was based
on a distorted reading of the First Amendment and deprived Americans of their
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right to practice religion. Dierenfield shows that the polarizing effect of Engel a
decision every bit as controversial as Roe v. Wade has reverberated through the
subsequent decades and gained intensity with the rise of the religious right. His
book helps readers understand why, even in the face of this landmark decision,
Americans remain divided on how divided church and state should be.

 Download The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale ...pdf

 Read Online The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vita ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0700615261


The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed
America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society)

By Bruce J. Dierenfield

The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed America (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) By Bruce J. Dierenfield

It has become known to many as the moment when the U.S. Supreme Court kicked God out of the public
schools, supposedly paving the way for a decline in educational quality and a dramatic rise in delinquency
and immorality. The 6-to-1 decision in Engel v. Vitale (1962) not only sparked outrage among a great many
religious Americans, it also rallied those who cried out against what they perceived as a dangerously activist
Court.

Bruce Dierenfield has written a concise and readable guide to the first and still most important case that
addressed the constitutionality of prayer in public schools. The 22-word recitation in a Long Island school
that was challenged in Engel v. Vitale was hardly denominational not even overtly Christian but a handful of
parents saw it as a violation of the First Amendment's proscription again the establishment of religion. The
case forced the Supreme Court to take a stand on Jefferson's "wall of separation" between church and state.
When it did so, the Court declared that by endorsing the prayer recitation no matter how brief, non-
denominational, or voluntary the Long Island school board had unconstitutionally approved the
establishment of religion in school.

Writing with impeccable fairness and sensitivity, Dierenfield sets his account of the Engel decision in the
larger historical and political context, citing battles over a wide range of religious activities in public schools
throughout American history. He takes readers behind the scenes at school board meetings and Court
deliberations to show real people wrestling with deeply personal issues. Through interviews with many of
the participants, he also reveals the large price paid by the plaintiffs and their children, who were frequently
harassed both during and after the trial.

For a long time, opponents of the decision have loudly claimed that it was based on a distorted reading of the
First Amendment and deprived Americans of their right to practice religion. Dierenfield shows that the
polarizing effect of Engel a decision every bit as controversial as Roe v. Wade has reverberated through the
subsequent decades and gained intensity with the rise of the religious right. His book helps readers
understand why, even in the face of this landmark decision, Americans remain divided on how divided
church and state should be.
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Editorial Review

Review
“The most readable, entertaining, refreshing, enlightening account of the Engel case yet written.”—Derek H.
Davis, author of Original Intent: Chief Justice Rehnquist and the Course of American Church/State
Relations “Never loses sight of the crucial fact that the controversy over religion in public schools belongs
not to the captains and the kings but to ordinary people whose convictions—and passions—drive them to do
what they believe they must.” —Joan DelFattore, author of The Fourth R: Conflicts Over Religion in
America’s Public Schools “One of the finest studies about Engel and its consequences.”—Robert F. Drinan,
S.J., author of Can God and Caesar Coexist?

From the Back Cover
"The most readable, entertaining, refreshing, enlightening account of the Engel case yet written."-Derek H.
Davis, author of Original Intent: Chief Justice Rehnquist and the Course of American Church/State
Relations

"Never loses sight of the crucial fact that the controversy over religion in public schools belongs not to the
captains and the kings but to ordinary people whose convictions-and passions-drive them to do what they
believe they must." -Joan DelFattore, author of The Fourth R: Conflicts Over Religion in America's Public
Schools

"One of the finest studies about Engel and its consequences."-Robert F. Drinan, S.J., author of Can God and
Caesar Coexist?

About the Author
Bruce J. Dierenfield is professor of history at Canisius College and author of The Civil Rights Movement
and Defending the Wall: The Minnesota Civil Liberties Union and the War against Religious Establishment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Diana Rush:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale
Changed America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a book The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed America (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). You can add information and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.



Cindi Russell:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v.
Vitale Changed America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Clarissa Holland:

This The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed America (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) are generally reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale
Changed America (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed America (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Allen Barnett:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Battle over School Prayer: How Engel v. Vitale Changed America (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.
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