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The French flute player and conductor Paul Taffanel (1844-1908) was an
extraordinary virtuoso and a major figure in fin-de-siécle Parisian musical life.
Based on atreasure trove of private documents of Taffanel's previously
unpublished letters and papers, Taffanel: Genius of the Flute recountstherich
story of his multi-faceted career as a player, conductor, composer, teacher, and
leader of musical organizations.

Asaplayer, Taffanel had arare vision of the flute as a serious, expressive
instrument and his name sits at the center of the extraordinary lineage of flutists.
At acrucial moment in the flute's history -- after it had been completely
remodeled by Theobald Boehm -- Taffanel had far-ranging influence, creating
the modern French school of playing which has since been widely adopted
throughout the world, and re-establishing the instrument in the mainstream of
music. Taffanel was also an inspiring teacher at the Paris Conservatoire, to whom
many modern flutists can trace their roots.

Taffanel also pioneered arenaissance in playing and composing chamber music
for wind instruments. He founded the Société de musique de chambre pour
instruments & vent (Society of Chamber Music for Wind Instruments) in 1879,
reviving the wind ensemble music of Mozart and Beethoven, and stimulating the
composition of many new works, among them Gounod's Petite symphonie. The
ensembl e broke the dominance of piano and strings in recital and chamber music
and fostered many of the canonic works in that repertoire.

Although foremost aflutist and teacher, Taffanel was also an important opera
and orchestra conductor, virtually without rival in Paris. From 1890, he served as
chief conductor at the Paris Opera and the Society des concerts du Conservatoire
(Paris Conservatory Orchestra) - the first time aflutist, rather then a string player,
had been appointed to such key positions. At the Opéra he was charged with all
new productions and gave notable French premieres of various Wagner operas
and Verdi's Otello. At the Société des concerts he championed contemporary
French composers, particularly his great friend Saint-Saéns, and gave the world
premiere of Verdi's Sacred Pieces.

Beyond his work as a performer, teacher and conductor, Taffanel was a fluent
composer for the flute and wind quintet, aformidable administrator of severa
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musical organizations, and was amajor personality in Parisian musical life.
Blakeman expertly places Taffanel's story in the rich political and cultural
backdrop of the time, evoking Conservatoire intrigues, the Société des concerts,
and Taffanel's rel ationships with various musicians and major composers.
Blakeman details the circumstances surrounding landmark commissions,
performances, and repertoire, and weaves the details from Taffanel's
correspondence with first-person interviews and flute lore. What emergesisa
portrait of an all-round musician who was also a modest and genial man.
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The French flute player and conductor Paul Taffanel (1844-1908) was an extraordinary virtuoso and a major
figurein fin-de-siécle Parisian musical life. Based on atreasure trove of private documents of Taffanel's
previously unpublished letters and papers, Taffanel: Genius of the Flute recounts the rich story of his multi-
faceted career as a player, conductor, composer, teacher, and leader of musical organizations.

Asaplayer, Taffanel had arare vision of the flute as a serious, expressive instrument and his name sits at the
center of the extraordinary lineage of flutists. At acrucial moment in the flute's history -- after it had been
completely remodeled by Theobald Boehm -- Taffanel had far-ranging influence, creating the modern
French school of playing which has since been widely adopted throughout the world, and re-establishing the
instrument in the mainstream of music. Taffanel was also an inspiring teacher at the Paris Conservatoire, to
whom many modern flutists can trace their roots.

Taffanel aso pioneered arenaissance in playing and composing chamber music for wind instruments. He
founded the Société de musique de chambre pour instruments a vent (Society of Chamber Music for Wind
Instruments) in 1879, reviving the wind ensemble music of Mozart and Beethoven, and stimulating the
composition of many new works, among them Gounod's Petite symphonie. The ensemble broke the
dominance of piano and stringsin recital and chamber music and fostered many of the canonic worksin that
repertoire.

Although foremost aflutist and teacher, Taffanel was also an important opera and orchestra conductor,
virtually without rival in Paris. From 1890, he served as chief conductor at the Paris Opera and the Society
des concerts du Conservatoire (Paris Conservatory Orchestra) - the first time aflutist, rather then a string
player, had been appointed to such key positions. At the Opéra he was charged with al new productions and
gave notable French premieres of various Wagner operas and Verdi's Otello. At the Société des concerts he
championed contemporary French composers, particularly his great friend Saint-Saéns, and gave the world
premiere of Verdi's Sacred Pieces.

Beyond hiswork as a performer, teacher and conductor, Taffanel was a fluent composer for the flute and
wind quintet, a formidable administrator of several musical organizations, and was amajor personality in
Parisian musical life. Blakeman expertly places Taffanel's story in the rich political and cultural backdrop of
the time, evoking Conservatoire intrigues, the Société des concerts, and Taffanel's relationships with various
musicians and major composers. Blakeman details the circumstances surrounding landmark commissions,
performances, and repertoire, and weaves the details from Taffanel's correspondence with first-person
interviews and flute lore. What emerges is a portrait of an all-round musician who was also a modest and
genia man.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Taffanel will appeal to the aficionado as well as the proletariat, a highly readable documentation that
balances the composer's achievements against the cultural ingtitutions of the Belle Epoque.”--Mark Tanner,
Musical Opinion

"Edward Blakeman expertly risesto this challenge as he lucidly tells the story of this fascinating, important,
and kindly man who influenced flute playing indelibly over the later decades of the nineteenth century and
into the early twentieth. This makes for a good read, but the book will also prove invaluable as areference
tool, not least because of the copious appendices.... Not only are these fascinating in themselves, but they are
not found elsewhere in print--important, if minor, components in the rich mosaic of Parisian musical life
across the find de siécle.--Richard Langham Smith, Music and Letters

"Finally anew book that adds something to our knowledge of French music from the first half of the 20th
Century."--MiaDreese, FLUIT

"As one would expect, the major part of the book focuses on Taffanel as a performer, conductor and teacher.
Itisall sofascinating that it isimpossible to do justice to it by quoting out of context, but | suggest that you
buy a copy. Not only will it entertain and inform, but all the notes and lists in the appendices will prove
invaluable in writing programme notes, etc."--Brenda Dykes, Pan

"Taffanel was the foremost flutist of histime and ushered flute-playing into the modern age. Edward
Blakeman's superbly-researched and el egantly-written book considers Taffanel in the context of French
music at the time of Saint-Saéns, Fauré, and Massenet and explores his influence as conductor, composer,
and teacher. Strongly recommended not only to flutists but to devotees of French culture as well."--John
Solum, concert flutist, author of The Early Flute

"Edward Blakeman's long-awaited biography of Paul Taffanel will be much appreciated by scholars and
performers. It is an eloquent account of his multifaceted career as flutist, teacher, and conductor and of the
cultural institutions of Belle Epoque Paris."--Nancy Toff, author of Monarch of the Flute: The Life of
Georges Barréere and The Flute Book

"Blakeman's scholarly technique isimpeccable, mingling a superb command of the archives with quite a
number of personal connections and first-person interviews, and arock-solid knowledge of flute players and



lore. His no-nonsense approach is refreshing: It's afine piece of work."--D. Kern Holoman, Barbara K.
Jackson Professor of Music, University of California, Davis and author of The Société des Concerts du
Conservatoire, 1828-1967

"Splendid... [A] fine biography."-Journal of the American Musical Instrument Society

About the Author

Edward Blakeman is Editor of Live Music at BBC Radio 3in London, in charge of broadcasting opera,
orchestral concerts, and the annual summer season of the BBC Proms. As aflute player and writer on music,
he has long been fascinated by al things French and this book is the result of many happy times of work and
play in Paris.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Bottoms;

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Taffanel:
Genius of the Flute suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Taffanel: Genius of the Fluteis asingle of several books which everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their ideain the simple way, and
so al of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

AltaValentin:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Taffanel: Genius of the Flute, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book.

Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading areserve.

ArchieWilliams:;

Beside this particular Taffanel: Genius of the Flute in your phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have



Taffandl: Genius of the Flute because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you don't get what it's al about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Margaret Watt:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Taffanel: Genius of the Flute
can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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