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Southeast Asia is a vast and complex region, comprising countries with
remarkably diverse histories and cultures. Jacques Bertrand provides a fresh and
highly original survey of politics and political change in this area of the world.
Against the backdrop of rapid economic development and social transformation
in several countries, he explores why some countries have adopted democratic
institutions, while others have maintained stable authoritarian systems or
accepted communist regimes. Bertrand presents a historically grounded account
of capitalist countries and state-socialist countries, delving into the historical
experience of individual countries, whilst simultaneously providing a
comparative framework with which to draw parallels and foster a better
understanding of the political and economic dynamics both within and between
the countries. With powerful yet accessible analysis and detailed coverage, this
book offers students and scholars a thorough and thought-provoking introduction
to the political landscape of Southeast Asia.
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Southeast Asia is a vast and complex region, comprising countries with remarkably diverse histories and
cultures. Jacques Bertrand provides a fresh and highly original survey of politics and political change in this
area of the world. Against the backdrop of rapid economic development and social transformation in several
countries, he explores why some countries have adopted democratic institutions, while others have
maintained stable authoritarian systems or accepted communist regimes. Bertrand presents a historically
grounded account of capitalist countries and state-socialist countries, delving into the historical experience of
individual countries, whilst simultaneously providing a comparative framework with which to draw parallels
and foster a better understanding of the political and economic dynamics both within and between the
countries. With powerful yet accessible analysis and detailed coverage, this book offers students and scholars
a thorough and thought-provoking introduction to the political landscape of Southeast Asia.
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Editorial Review

Review
'At last a book that provides a comprehensive, historically grounded and up-to-date survey of politics in
Southeast Asia. Covering the historical origins of the diverse regimes that make up the region, as well as the
forces driving political change today, Political Change in Southeast Asia will be welcomed by both experts
and students of the region. Paying attention to evolving social structures and complex contingencies, mass
social forces and the actions of elites, Jacques Bertrand captures the complex dynamics both driving and
retarding political change in this fascinating and politically diverse region.' Edward Aspinall, Australian
National University

'For decades, the study of Southeast Asian politics has remained confined to single-country studies, with the
diversity and complexity of the region thwarting more broadly conceived and comparative work. In this
magisterial survey, Jacques Bertrand provides a synthetic account of the variegated patterns of political
change across the full breadth of Southeast Asia. Bertrand's command of the field, and the clarity and
coherence of his analysis, make for a study unparalleled in breadth of coverage and depth of insight. Scholars
and students of Southeast Asian politics will remain indebted to Bertrand for this foundational text for many
years to come.' John Sidel, Sir Patrick Gillam Professor of International and Comparative Politics, London
School of Economics and Political Science

'A political survey of all Southeast Asia is not for the faint-hearted. Its half-billion people comprise all the
world's major religions, hundreds of ethno-linguistic groups, and among the world's richest (Singapore) and
poorest countries. Its politics neatly divide between communist-authoritarian, democratic, what Bertrand
calls 'semi-democracies' (Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand) and plain authoritarian (Cambodia and Burma).
Jacques Bertrand manages this task with a sure and experienced hand, judiciously covering all its eleven
countries except Brunei. Students will be well-served by its comprehensiveness, accuracy and balance.'
Anthony Reid, Emeritus Professor, Australian National University

'In this much-anticipated new text, Jacques Bertrand makes a clear case for Southeast Asia as politically
distinctive, if not wholly unique. Adjudicating among dominant explanations for political change or stasis
that stress the role of economic development in structuring political patterns (and vice-versa), the influence
and interests of elite actors, the strength and priorities of class-based or other social forces, and cultural
features such as patrimonialism, Bertrand offers a pithy, well-focused, and accessible introduction to
Southeast Asian politics, spanning the diversity of states in the region through the present day. The book
presents both succinct political histories of each state and a cogent analytical approach, making it ideal for
undergraduate or graduate classroom use.' Meredith L. Weiss, University at Albany, State University of New
York

About the Author
Jacques Bertrand is Associate Professor of Political Science and a member of the Centre for Southeast Asian
Studies at the University of Toronto. For the last few years, his research has focused on the effects of
democratisation on sub-state nationalist mobilisation in Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand. He is the
author of Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia (Cambridge University Press, 2004) and co-editor of
Multination States in Asia: Accommodation or Resistance (Cambridge University Press, 2010).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Political Change in Southeast Asia book is readable through you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Political
Change in Southeast Asia content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Political Change in Southeast Asia is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Eric Ray:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Political Change in Southeast Asia
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Political Change in Southeast Asia become your starter.

Lila Dixon:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Political Change in Southeast Asia this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Mark Blanding:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Political Change in Southeast Asia can make you feel more
interested to read.
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