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his study places Defoe's major fiction squarely in the emerging Whig culture of
the early eighteenth century. It offers an alternative to the view that Defoe is
essentially a writer of criminal or adventure fiction and to the Marxist judgment
that he extols individualism or derives his greatest inspiration from popular print
culture. This study reads the novels as reflections of mainstream Whig social and
political concerns, the same concerns Defoe revealed in his verse and expository
writings before and after his major period of fiction writing, 1719-24.
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his study places Defoe's major fiction squarely in the emerging Whig culture of the early eighteenth century.
It offers an alternative to the view that Defoe is essentially a writer of criminal or adventure fiction and to the
Marxist judgment that he extols individualism or derives his greatest inspiration from popular print culture.
This study reads the novels as reflections of mainstream Whig social and political concerns, the same
concerns Defoe revealed in his verse and expository writings before and after his major period of fiction
writing, 1719-24.
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Editorial Review

Review
Guilhamet revisits the writings of Daniel Defoe to evaluate them in terms of cultural and political Whig
themes. While Defoe did not slavishly follow one strand or another of Whiggism, he did subscribe to its
social and cultural foundations. Guilhamet demonstrates that, through his characters, Defoe presents the
stories of those whom society has failed. Religious themes are also presented in the light of the spiritual
burden of poverty. These informed Defoe's ideas of repentance and forgiveness. Guilhamet looks at Defoe's
major novels as signaling the birth of the Whig novel. (Book News, Inc.)

Recommended. (CHOICE)

This is a well-informed and lucid study which should have the effect of encouraging its readers to explore for
themselves the various lines of affiliation...that run through the canon of Defoe's writings. (Clio: A Journal
of Literature, History, and the Philosophy of History)

Guilhamet offers appreciative readings of each of Defoe’s major novels, contextualized against the backdrop
of Defoe’s own moral and political writings as well as contemporary discourses of Whig ideology. The
background material he provides will be useful for those teaching Defoe’s novels in undergraduate courses,
in which students require a basic introduction to the period in which Defoe was writing.  (Digital Defoe)

About the Author
Leon Guilhamet is professor of English at the City College of New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Enrique Hayes:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Defoe and the Whig Novel: A Reading of the Major Fiction.

Diane Joiner:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Defoe and the Whig Novel: A Reading of the Major Fiction why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to



pick up this book.

Robert Olsen:

You can find this Defoe and the Whig Novel: A Reading of the Major Fiction by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Jose Said:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Defoe and the Whig Novel: A Reading of the Major Fiction
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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