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Arabs and Empires before Islam illuminates the history of the Arabs before the
emergence of Islam, collating nearly 250 translated extracts from an extensive
array of ancient sources. Drawn from a broad period between the eighth century
BC and the Middle Ages, the sources include texts originally written in Greek,
Latin, Syriac, Persian, and Arabic, inscriptions in a variety of languages and
alphabets, and discussions of archaeological sites from across the Near East.
More than twenty international experts from the fields of archaeology, classics
and ancient history, linguistics and philology, epigraphy, and art history provide
detailed commentary on and analysis of this diverse selection of material.

Richly illustrated with sixteen colour plates, fifteen maps, and over seventy in-
text images, the volume provides a comprehensive, wide-ranging, and up-to-date
examination of what ancient sources had to say about the politics, culture, and
religion of the Arabs in the pre-Islamic period. It offers a full consideration of the
traces which the Arabs have left in the epigraphic, literary, and archaeological
records, and sheds light on their relationship with their often more-powerful
neighbours: the states and empires of the ancient Near East. Arabs and Empires
before Islam gathers together a host of material never before collected into a
single volume--some of which appears in English translation for the very first
time--and provides a single point of reference for a vibrant and dynamic area of
research.
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Arabs and Empires before Islam illuminates the history of the Arabs before the emergence of Islam, collating
nearly 250 translated extracts from an extensive array of ancient sources. Drawn from a broad period
between the eighth century BC and the Middle Ages, the sources include texts originally written in Greek,
Latin, Syriac, Persian, and Arabic, inscriptions in a variety of languages and alphabets, and discussions of
archaeological sites from across the Near East. More than twenty international experts from the fields of
archaeology, classics and ancient history, linguistics and philology, epigraphy, and art history provide
detailed commentary on and analysis of this diverse selection of material.

Richly illustrated with sixteen colour plates, fifteen maps, and over seventy in-text images, the volume
provides a comprehensive, wide-ranging, and up-to-date examination of what ancient sources had to say
about the politics, culture, and religion of the Arabs in the pre-Islamic period. It offers a full consideration of
the traces which the Arabs have left in the epigraphic, literary, and archaeological records, and sheds light on
their relationship with their often more-powerful neighbours: the states and empires of the ancient Near East.
Arabs and Empires before Islam gathers together a host of material never before collected into a single
volume--some of which appears in English translation for the very first time--and provides a single point of
reference for a vibrant and dynamic area of research.
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Editorial Review

Review

..".[An] interesting book... [The chapters] include numerous translations and transliterations and thus provide
a rich body of evidence for anyone interested in the Middle East, especially in the period called Late
Antiquity in Roman history. The collection shows how multifaceted that region was in linguistic, cultural,
and religious terms, something contemporary forces want people to forget. Highly recommended." --
CHOICE

..".[An] interesting book... [The chapters] include numerous translations and transliterations and thus provide
a rich body of evidence for anyone interested in the Middle East, especially in the period called Late
Antiquity in Roman history. The collection shows how multifaceted that region was in linguistic, cultural,
and religious terms, something contemporary forces want people to forget. Highly recommended."
--CHOICE

"a formidable achievement in the field of pre-Islamic Arabian studies...It is a book that one will read with
great excitement from cover to cover...by far the best single work on pre-Islamic Arabia." --Ilkka Lindstedt,
Review of Qur'anic Research

..".[An] interesting book... [The chapters] include numerous translations and transliterations and thus provide
a rich body of evidence for anyone interested in the Middle East, especially in the period called Late
Antiquity in Roman history. The collection shows how multifaceted that region was in linguistic, cultural,
and religious terms, something contemporary forces want people to forget. Highly recommended."
--CHOICE

About the Author

Greg Fisher is a graduate of the University of Oxford and a Fulbright scholar. An historian of antiquity, he
is the author and editor of numerous works examining the ancient Middle East. He lives in Montreal.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Rafael Runyan:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Arabs and Empires before Islam. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
Arabs and Empires before Islam. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Steven Resnick:

The knowledge that you get from Arabs and Empires before Islam may be the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Arabs and Empires before Islam giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having that Arabs and Empires before Islam instantly.

Jonathan Zahn:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to reading
a guide. The book Arabs and Empires before Islam it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Sharon Garon:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Arabs and Empires before Islam. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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