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Diagnosed with schizophrenia in the 1950s, German writer and artist Unica Zürn
produced a wealth of remarkable textual and visual material within psychiatric
institutions across Germany and France. While Zürn is often discussed in relation
to her partner, the controversial artist Hans Bellmer, this innovative book moves
beyond the familiar model of the overlooked ‘significant other’ and re-introduces
her as a member of the French Surrealist group. This is the first monograph on
the life and work of the Unica Zürn in English. Esra Plumer presents Zürn’s life
and work in light of the artist’s individual experiences with WWII, Post-war
Surrealism and mental illness, at the same time revealing wider aspects of her
artistic practice in relation to her contemporaries. She also reveals how the
techniques of anagrams and automatism (writing and drawing methods designed
to unlock the subconscious mind) form the pillars of Zürn’s artistic creative
output, which carry her work into the wider theoretical circles of psychoanalytic
theory and post-structuralist thought.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Esra Plumer completed her PhD at the University of Nottingham, on the work of Unica Zürn and her
development of the technique of automatism as an artistic strategy. She is the leading expert on the artistic
work of Zürn with an extensive background in the history of psychoanalysis and psychiatric treatment
methods. She has taught at the University of Nottingham, the European University of Lefke and The
Courtauld Institute of Art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Lalonde:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International Library of
Modern and Contemporary Art) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will
find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War
Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism
(International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Joyce Morgan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War
Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book.
Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still question Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International Library
of Modern and Contemporary Art) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is
one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Michael Walsh:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism
(International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) can give you a lot of friends because by you
investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.



This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women.
So , why hesitate? Let us have Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International Library of
Modern and Contemporary Art).

Erik Hilyard:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Unica Zürn: Art, Writing and Post-
War Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple
book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is
to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Unica Zürn: Art,
Writing and Post-War Surrealism (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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