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In this major new work, Richard J. Bernstein argues that many of the most
important themes in philosophy during the past one hundred and fifty years are
variations and developments of ideas that were prominent in the classical
American pragmatists: Charles S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey and
George H Mead. Pragmatism begins with a thoroughgoing critique of the
Cartesianism that dominated so much of modern philosophy. The pragmatic
thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between subject and object, mind-body
dualism, the quest for certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge. They seek
to bring about a sea change in philosophy that highlights the social character of
human experience and normative social practices, the self-correcting nature of all
inquiry, and the continuity of theory and practice. And they-especially James,
Dewey, and Mead-emphasize the democratic ethical-political consequences of a
pragmatic orientation.

Many of the themes developed by the pragmatic thinkers were also central to the
work of major twentieth century philosophers like Wittgenstein and Heidegger,
but the so-called analytic-continental split obscures this underlying continuity.
Bernstein develops an alternative reading of contemporary philosophy that brings
out the persistence and continuity of pragmatic themes. He critically examines
the work of leading contemporary philosophers who have been deeply influenced
by pragmatism, including Hilary Putnam, Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, and
Robert Brandom, and he explains why the discussion of pragmatism is so alive,
varied and widespread. This lucid, wide-ranging book by one of America's
leading philosophers will be compulsory reading for anyone who wants to
understand the state of philosophy today.
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In this major new work, Richard J. Bernstein argues that many of the most important themes in philosophy
during the past one hundred and fifty years are variations and developments of ideas that were prominent in
the classical American pragmatists: Charles S. Peirce, William James, John Dewey and George H Mead.
Pragmatism begins with a thoroughgoing critique of the Cartesianism that dominated so much of modern
philosophy. The pragmatic thinkers reject a sharp dichotomy between subject and object, mind-body
dualism, the quest for certainty and the spectator theory of knowledge. They seek to bring about a sea change
in philosophy that highlights the social character of human experience and normative social practices, the
self-correcting nature of all inquiry, and the continuity of theory and practice. And they-especially James,
Dewey, and Mead-emphasize the democratic ethical-political consequences of a pragmatic orientation.

Many of the themes developed by the pragmatic thinkers were also central to the work of major twentieth
century philosophers like Wittgenstein and Heidegger, but the so-called analytic-continental split obscures
this underlying continuity. Bernstein develops an alternative reading of contemporary philosophy that brings
out the persistence and continuity of pragmatic themes. He critically examines the work of leading
contemporary philosophers who have been deeply influenced by pragmatism, including Hilary Putnam,
Jürgen Habermas, Richard Rorty, and Robert Brandom, and he explains why the discussion of pragmatism is
so alive, varied and widespread. This lucid, wide-ranging book by one of America's leading philosophers
will be compulsory reading for anyone who wants to understand the state of philosophy today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Whoever wants to understand how the classical pragmatism of Dewey, James and Peirce could survive a
long period of harsh criticism by analytical philosophy and come to vitality again at the end of the 20th
century, should read this book. It is by far the most perceptive account of the persistence of pragmatist
motives and themes in contemporary philosophy. Bernstein succeeds with eloquence, perspicacity and
lucidity to show us why an idea as old as one hundred years is of highest importance for our philosophical
self-understanding today."
Axel Honneth, University of Frankfurt

"Richard Bernstein has written what is by far the best and most sophisticated account of recent and present-
day pragmatist thought, including Rorty's and Brandom's. It is written with Bernstein's characteristic clarity,
and it is the fruit of immense scholarship and deep thinking. It is a book that every serious student of these
thinkers needs to read and think about."
Hilary Putnam, Harvard University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Pragmatic Turn. All type of
book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Rosemary Lafleur:

The knowledge that you get from The Pragmatic Turn will be the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Pragmatic Turn giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore
it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific The Pragmatic Turn instantly.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

The book untitled The Pragmatic Turn contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman



idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Joseph Franson:

You can get this The Pragmatic Turn by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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