
The Beginnings of Western Science: The
European Scientific Tradition in
Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional
Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450

By David C. Lindberg

The Beginnings of Western Science: The European Scientific Tradition in
Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450
By David C. Lindberg

When it was first published in 1992, The Beginnings of Western Science was
lauded as the first successful attempt ever to present a unified account of both
ancient and medieval science in a single volume. Chronicling the development of
scientific ideas, practices, and institutions from pre-Socratic Greek philosophy to
late-Medieval scholasticism, David C. Lindberg surveyed all the most important
themes in the history of science, including developments in cosmology,
astronomy, mechanics, optics, alchemy, natural history, and medicine. In
addition, he offered an illuminating account of the transmission of Greek science
to medieval Islam and subsequently to medieval Europe.
            The Beginnings of Western Science was, and remains, a landmark in the
history of science, shaping the way students and scholars understand these
critically formative periods of scientific development. It reemerges here in a
second edition that includes revisions on nearly every page, as well as several
sections that have been completely rewritten. For example, the section on Islamic
science has been thoroughly retooled to reveal the magnitude and sophistication
of medieval Muslim scientific achievement. And the book now reflects a sharper
awareness of the importance of Mesopotamian science for the development of
Greek astronomy. In all, the second edition of The Beginnings of Western Science
captures the current state of our understanding of more than two millennia of
science and promises to continue to inspire both students and general readers.
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When it was first published in 1992, The Beginnings of Western Science was lauded as the first successful
attempt ever to present a unified account of both ancient and medieval science in a single volume.
Chronicling the development of scientific ideas, practices, and institutions from pre-Socratic Greek
philosophy to late-Medieval scholasticism, David C. Lindberg surveyed all the most important themes in the
history of science, including developments in cosmology, astronomy, mechanics, optics, alchemy, natural
history, and medicine. In addition, he offered an illuminating account of the transmission of Greek science to
medieval Islam and subsequently to medieval Europe.
            The Beginnings of Western Science was, and remains, a landmark in the history of science, shaping
the way students and scholars understand these critically formative periods of scientific development. It
reemerges here in a second edition that includes revisions on nearly every page, as well as several sections
that have been completely rewritten. For example, the section on Islamic science has been thoroughly
retooled to reveal the magnitude and sophistication of medieval Muslim scientific achievement. And the
book now reflects a sharper awareness of the importance of Mesopotamian science for the development of
Greek astronomy. In all, the second edition of The Beginnings of Western Science captures the current state
of our understanding of more than two millennia of science and promises to continue to inspire both students
and general readers.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The value of Lindberg's book as an introductory text for students is clear, but it will also serve as an
excellent resource for non-specialists, particularly those teaching comprehensive survey courses. . . . [The
book] offers a concise, highly accessible introduction to the essential elements of western knowledge about
the natural world that will help guide instructors in developing curricula. . . . The possibilities presented to
enrich and enliven a general history course abound.. . . . This second edition of  The Beginnings of Western
Science will remain a fundamental and reliable resource for many years to come."
(Angela Smith H-Net Review)

"This is a fine book, the culmination of a century of distinguished research on premodern European science.
And it tells an important story that . . . needs to be read not only by undergraduates but by professional
historians and anyone seeking to understand the origins of modern science."
(F. Jamil Ragep Isis)

About the Author

David C. Lindberg is the Hilldale Professor Emeritus of the History of Science at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison and past-president of the History of Science Society. He is the author or editor of many
books, including, with coeditor Ronald L. Numbers, When Science and Christianity Meet, also published by
the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Jennings:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Beginnings of Western Science: The
European Scientific Tradition in Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the
book The Beginnings of Western Science: The European Scientific Tradition in Philosophical, Religious,
and Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Brian Nelson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the



book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Beginnings of Western Science: The
European Scientific Tradition in Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450
is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jacob Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Beginnings of Western Science: The
European Scientific Tradition in Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450
publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Beginnings of Western Science: The
European Scientific Tradition in Philosophical, Religious, and Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450
as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by
its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Henry Rodriguez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
The Beginnings of Western Science: The European Scientific Tradition in Philosophical, Religious, and
Institutional Context, Prehistory to A.D. 1450 when you necessary it?
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