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Architectureison the brink. It isadisciplinein crisis. Over the last two decades,
architectural debate has diversified to the point of fragmentation and exhaustion.
What is called for is an overarching argument or set of criteria on which to
approach the design and construction of the built environment. Here, the
internationally renowned architect and educator Michael Hensel advocates an
entirely different way of thinking about architecture. By favouring a new focus
on performance, he rejects longstanding conventions in design and the built
environment. This not only bridges the gap between academia and practice, but,
even more significantly, the treatment of form and function in design. It also has
afar-reaching impact on knowledge production and development, placing an
important emphasis on design research in architecture and the value of an
interdisciplinary approach.

Though ‘performance’ first evolved as a concept in the humanitiesin the 1940s
and 1950s, it has never previously been systematically applied in architecturein
an inclusive manner. Here Michael Hensel offers Performance-Orientated
Architecture as an integrative approach to architectural design, the built
environment and questions of sustainability. He highlights how core concepts
and specific traits, such as climate, material performance and settlement patterns,
can put architecture in the service of the natural environment. A wide range of
examples are cited to support his argument, from traditional sustainable
buildings, such asthe Kahju Bridge in Isfahan and the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul
to more contemporary works by Cloud 9, Foreign Office Architects, Steven Hall
and OCEAN.
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Architectureison the brink. It isadisciplinein crisis. Over the last two decades, architectural debate has
diversified to the point of fragmentation and exhaustion. What is called for is an overarching argument or set
of criteria on which to approach the design and construction of the built environment. Here, the
internationally renowned architect and educator Michael Hensel advocates an entirely different way of
thinking about architecture. By favouring a new focus on performance, he rejects longstanding conventions
in design and the built environment. This not only bridges the gap between academia and practice, but, even
more significantly, the treatment of form and function in design. It also has a far-reaching impact on
knowledge production and development, placing an important emphasis on design research in architecture
and the value of an interdisciplinary approach.

Though ‘ performance’ first evolved as a concept in the humanities in the 1940s and 1950s, it has never
previously been systematically applied in architecture in an inclusive manner. Here Michael Hensel offers
Performance-Orientated Architecture as an integrative approach to architectural design, the built
environment and questions of sustainability. He highlights how core concepts and specific traits, such as
climate, material performance and settlement patterns, can put architecture in the service of the natural
environment. A wide range of examples are cited to support his argument, from traditional sustainable
buildings, such as the Kahju Bridge in Isfahan and the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul to more contemporary
works by Cloud 9, Foreign Office Architects, Steven Holl and OCEAN.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Michael Hensel is an architect, researcher, educator and writer. He is Professor of Architecture at the Odo
School of Architecture and Design where he directs the Research Center for Architecture and Tectonics. He
cofounded OCEAN in 1994, and is founding and current chairman of the OCEAN Design Research
Association and the Sustainable Environment Association, as well as an editorial board member of
Architectural Design (AD). He has co-guest-edited five titles of AD, including seminal issues on emergence
and the architecture of Turkey and Iran. He is currently writing The Handbook for Traditional Sustainable
Buildings for John Wiley & Sons.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
lan Ashlock:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking
Architectural Design and the Built Environment was making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Performance-
Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment is not only giving you
much more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your
current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Performance-
Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment. Y ou never experience
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Daniel Weimer:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read a new book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the
Built Environment it is quite good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
the e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book has high quality.



Rachel Kaufman:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previousto. The Performance-Oriented
Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment giving you another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Clarence Jenkins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveit in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking
Architectural Design and the Built Environment can give you alot of pals because by you looking at this one
book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of astep for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Performance-Oriented Architecture: Rethinking Architectural Design and the Built Environment.
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