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A musical practice used for centuries the world over, improvisation too often has
been neglected by scholars who dismiss it as either technically undissectible or
inexplicably mysterious. At different times and in different cultures, performing
music that is not "precomposed" has constituted an artful expression of the
performer's individuality (the Baroque); a wild, unthinking form of expression
(jazz antagonists); and the best method to train inexperienced musicians to use
their instruments (the Middle East). This wide-ranging collection of essays
considers musical improvisation from a variety of approaches, including
ethnomusicology, education, performance, historical musicology, and music
theory. Laying the groundwork for even further research into improvisation, the
contributors of this volume delve into topics as diverse as the creative minds of
Mozart and Beethoven, the place of improvised musics in Western and non-
Western societies, and the development of jazz as a musical and cultural
phenomenon.
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A musical practice used for centuries the world over, improvisation too often has been neglected by scholars
who dismiss it as either technically undissectible or inexplicably mysterious. At different times and in
different cultures, performing music that is not "precomposed" has constituted an artful expression of the
performer's individuality (the Baroque); a wild, unthinking form of expression (jazz antagonists); and the
best method to train inexperienced musicians to use their instruments (the Middle East). This wide-ranging
collection of essays considers musical improvisation from a variety of approaches, including
ethnomusicology, education, performance, historical musicology, and music theory. Laying the groundwork
for even further research into improvisation, the contributors of this volume delve into topics as diverse as
the creative minds of Mozart and Beethoven, the place of improvised musics in Western and non-Western
societies, and the development of jazz as a musical and cultural phenomenon.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Valuable not only to researchers but also to performers, who will find their minds opened to how music
different from their own can help them improvise better in their chosen genre. . . . Recommended."--Choice

"A goldmine of information ... that is relevant to the amateur and scholar alike."--Ethnomusicology

"An impressive and often sophisticated collection of essays. . . . it certainly constitutes a welcome addition to
the field."--The World of Music

About the Author

Gabriel Solis is an associate professor of music and African American studies at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and the author of Monk's Music: Thelonious Monk and Jazz History in the
Making.Bruno Nettl is a professor emeritus of music and anthropology at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and the author of The Study of Ethnomusicology: Thirty-one Issues and Concepts and
other works.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Long:

The book Musical Improvisation: Art, Education, and Society can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Musical Improvisation:
Art, Education, and Society? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Musical Improvisation:
Art, Education, and Society has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Shelly Rodriguez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Musical Improvisation: Art, Education, and Society can be your answer given it can be read



by you actually who have those short time problems.

Wendy Hartnett:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Musical Improvisation: Art,
Education, and Society which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Charles Krueger:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book and also novel and Musical Improvisation: Art, Education, and Society or others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them
to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Musical
Improvisation: Art, Education, and Society to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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