
Memories of Chicano History: The Life and
Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American
Society and Culture)

By Mario T. García

Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona
(Latinos in American Society and Culture) By Mario T. García

Who is Bert Corona? Though not readily identified by most Americans, nor
indeed by many Mexican Americans, Corona is a man of enormous political
commitment whose activism has spanned much of this century. Now his voice
can be heard by the wide audience it deserves. In this landmark publication—the
first autobiography by a major figure in Chicano history—Bert Corona relates his
life story.

Corona was born in El Paso in 1918. Inspired by his parents' participation in the
Mexican Revolution, he dedicated his life to fighting economic and social
injustice. An early labor organizer among ethnic communities in southern
California, Corona has agitated for labor and civil rights since the 1940s. His
efforts continue today in campaigns to organize undocumented immigrants.

This book evolved from a three-year oral history project between Bert Corona
and historian Mario T. García. The result is a testimonio, a collaborative
autobiography in which historical memories are preserved more through oral
traditions than through written documents. Corona's story represents a collective
memory of the Mexican-American community's struggle against discrimination
and racism. His narration and García's analysis together provide a journey into
the Mexican-American world.

Bert Corona's reflections offer us an invaluable glimpse at the lifework of a
major grass-roots American leader. His story is further enriched by biographical
sketches of others whose names have been little recorded during six decades of
American labor history.
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Who is Bert Corona? Though not readily identified by most Americans, nor indeed by many Mexican
Americans, Corona is a man of enormous political commitment whose activism has spanned much of this
century. Now his voice can be heard by the wide audience it deserves. In this landmark publication—the first
autobiography by a major figure in Chicano history—Bert Corona relates his life story.

Corona was born in El Paso in 1918. Inspired by his parents' participation in the Mexican Revolution, he
dedicated his life to fighting economic and social injustice. An early labor organizer among ethnic
communities in southern California, Corona has agitated for labor and civil rights since the 1940s. His efforts
continue today in campaigns to organize undocumented immigrants.

This book evolved from a three-year oral history project between Bert Corona and historian Mario T. García.
The result is a testimonio, a collaborative autobiography in which historical memories are preserved more
through oral traditions than through written documents. Corona's story represents a collective memory of the
Mexican-American community's struggle against discrimination and racism. His narration and García's
analysis together provide a journey into the Mexican-American world.

Bert Corona's reflections offer us an invaluable glimpse at the lifework of a major grass-roots American
leader. His story is further enriched by biographical sketches of others whose names have been little recorded
during six decades of American labor history.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The narrative of Corona's work as a Mexican American labor organizer reflects some five decades of
struggles, setbacks, and successes. Beginning with the union movement of the 1930s, Corona traces his
experience in organizing workers and communities as they confronted large corporate interests backed by the
government agenices that served them. The uphill battle to win economic and political recognition is
recounted in a straightforward manner, free of rancor. Indeed, Corona's model for success is founded on
cooperation, ethnic pride of accomplishment, and optimistic determination. As an oral history conducted by
Garcia (the result is billed as a collaborative autobiography), the story conveys a sense of the "collective
self"--a testimonial of one member of a community. Recommended for collections emphasizing labor history
and Chicano studies.
- Charles E. Perry, East Central Univ., Ada, Okla.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Conveys a sense of the 'collective self'--a testimonial of one member of a community. Recommended."--
"Library Journal

About the Author

Mario T. García is Professor of History and Chicano Studies at the University of California, Santa Barbara.
He is the author of Mexican Americans: Leadership, Ideology, and Identity, 1930-1960 (1989). David
Montgomery is Professor of History at Yale University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

This Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American Society and
Culture) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of
this Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American Society and
Culture) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American
Society and Culture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Seth Sutherland:

This Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American Society and
Culture) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have always



deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great
coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert
Corona (Latinos in American Society and Culture) in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt this?

April Hanson:

The book untitled Memories of Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in
American Society and Culture) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy
method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Sheila Messina:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Memories of Chicano History:
The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American Society and Culture) or perhaps others sources
were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Memories of
Chicano History: The Life and Narrative of Bert Corona (Latinos in American Society and Culture) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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