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Karen Armstrong, bestselling author of A History of God, skillfully narrates this
history of the Crusades with a view toward their profound and continuing
influence.

In 1095 Pope Urban I summoned Christian warriors to take up the cross and
reconquer the Holy Land. Thus began the holy wars that would focus the power
of Europe against acommon enemy and become the stuff of romantic legend. In
reality the Crusades were a series of rabidly savage conflictsin the name of piety.
And, as Armstrong demonstrates in this fascinating book, their legacy of
religious violence continues today in the Middle East, where the age-old conflict
of Christians, Jews, and Muslims persists.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Judaism, Christianity and Islam--obviously central to Middle East crises today--were also at the crux of the
Crusades nearly 1000 years ago. Maps.

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Recent historians have convincingly demonstrated that 13th-century European governments institutionalized
three forms of irrational bigotry that have tragically affected the modern world: anti-Semitism, anti-
homosexuality, and anti-1slam. Thisimportant book, which brings the perspective of a student of theology
and literature who also knows traditional political history, seesthe medieval Crusades as the root of current
Middle East conflicts. Such a view substantiates the historical interpretation. The book attempts a “triple
vision" of the concept of crusade or holy war for Jews, Christians, and Muslims, tracing the religious origins
of conflict among the three peoples to their differing interpretations of scripture, the secular originsto 19th-
century nationalism and imperialism. Theresult is an erudite, balanced, and lucidly written study which
shows that fal se images, ridiculous perceptions, and absurd demons have haunted all three peoples. A mine
of useful information on Muslim-Western perceptions of each other, this book for the general reader can be
beneficialy read by scholars and Middle Eastern experts.

-Bennett D. Hill, Georgetown Univ., Washington, D.C.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A tour deforce. . . . Any reader will come away from this book with a better frame of reference for
assessing today's headlines." —The Kansas City Sar

"Holy War brings compassion, objectivity, breadth, and imagination to the most urgent crisis of our time."
—The Boston Phoenix

"Erudite, balanced, and lucidly written. . . . [Provides] a mine of useful information on Muslim-Western
perceptions of each other. . . . An important book." —Library Journal

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Katherine Ouellette:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or theideafor all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do
that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact
on Today's World. All type of book could you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet sources or
other social media.



Lucille Davis:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these individual s keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to a personis
you don't know which you should start with. This Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's
World is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Armando M cFarland:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various waysto share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading areserve.

Laura Dumas:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact
on Today's World reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Holy War: The
Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World as good book not merely by the cover but also from the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.
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