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The definitive account of the life and music of Hungary’s greatest twentieth-
century composer

This deeply researched biography of Béla Bartók (1881–1945) provides a more
comprehensive view of the innovative Hungarian musician than ever before.
David Cooper traces Bartók’s international career as an ardent ethno-
musicologist and composer, teacher, and pianist, while also providing a detailed
discussion of most of his works. Further, the author explores how Europe’s
political and cultural tumult affected Bartók’s work, travel, and reluctant
emigration to the safety of America in his final years.
 
Cooper illuminates Bartók’s personal life and relationships, while also expanding
what is known about the influence of other musicians—Richard Strauss, Zoltán
Kodály, and Yehudi Menuhin, among many others. The author also looks closely
at some of the composer’s actions and behaviors which may have been
manifestations of Asperger syndrome. The book, in short, is a consummate
biography of an internationally admired musician.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Cooper’s book combines biography with musical analysis, which is illuminating… He calls on an
unprecedented range of sources, and new details emerge’—Ivan Hewett, the Daily Telegraph.
 
(Ivan Hewett The Daily Telegraph 2015-05-24)

“Musicians and scholars will want to devour this new contribution to Bartók research.”—Library Journal
(Library Journal)

“As a work of scholarship, Cooper’s biography is excellent: exhaustive, detailed, informed by a deep and
nuanced understanding of Bartók’s music.”—Sudip Bose, The Washington Post
(Sudip Bose The Washington Post)

“Cooper is to be applauded for balancing the many facets of Bartók’s life to give us a well-rounded
account.”—George B. Stauffer, The Weekly Standard
(George B. Stauffer The Weekly Standard)

About the Author

David Cooper is professor of music and technology, and dean of the Faculty of Performance, Visual Arts
and Communications, University of Leeds. His publications include Béla Bartók: Concerto for Orchestra
and numerous chapters and articles on aspects of Bartók’s life and works. The author lives in Liversedge,
UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lee Flynn:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Béla Bartók ended up being making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Béla
Bartók is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Béla Bartók. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Bobby Miller:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high. To



suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Béla Bartók book as beginner and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

James Anderson:

The publication with title Béla Bartók includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Frances Sitz:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Béla Bartók was bright colored and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book Béla Bartók has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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