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A "beginning," especially as embodied in much modern thought, isits own
method, Edward Said arguesin this classic treatise on the role of the intellectual
and the goal of criticism. Distinguishing between "origin," which is divine,
mythical, and privileged, and "beginning," which is secular and humanly
produced, Said traces the ramifications and diverse understandings of the concept
of beginning through history. A beginning is afirst step in the intentional
production of meaning and the production of difference from preexisting
traditions. It authorizes subsequent texts?it both enables them and limitswhat is
acceptable.

Drawing on the insights of Vico, Valery, Nietzsche, Saussure, L évi-Strauss,
Husserl, and Foucault, Said recognizes the novel as the major attempt in Western
literary culture to give beginnings an authorizing function in experience, art, and
knowledge. Scholarship should seeitself as a beginning?as a uniting of theory
and practice. Said's insistence on a criticism that is humane and socially
responsible is what makes Beginnings a book about much more than writing: it is
about imagination and action as well as the constraints on freedom and invention
that come from human intention and the method of its fulfillment.
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A "beginning," especially as embodied in much modern thought, isits own method, Edward Said arguesin
this classic treatise on the role of the intellectual and the goal of criticism. Distinguishing between "origin,"
which isdivine, mythical, and privileged, and "beginning," which is secular and humanly produced, Said
traces the ramifications and diverse understandings of the concept of beginning through history. A beginning
isafirst step in the intentional production of meaning and the production of difference from preexisting
traditions. It authorizes subsequent texts?t both enables them and limits what is acceptable.

Drawing on the insights of Vico, Valery, Nietzsche, Saussure, L évi-Strauss, Husserl, and Foucault, Said
recognizes the novel as the major attempt in Western literary culture to give beginnings an authorizing
function in experience, art, and knowledge. Scholarship should see itself as a beginning?as a uniting of
theory and practice. Said's insistence on a criticism that is humane and socially responsible is what makes
Beginnings a book about much more than writing: it is about imagination and action as well asthe
constraints on freedom and invention that come from human intention and the method of its fulfillment.
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Editorial Review
Review

To understand Edward Said's Beginnings is to understand what is most importantly going onin
contemporary critical theory, both in Americaand Europe. An immensely useful book by one of our most
brilliant critics.

(Richard Pairier)

Readers...will be surprised, stimulated, instructed, impressed.

(The New Yorker)

It isthe sense of total independence and, at times, of prophetic vision which makes [Beginnings]...
exhilarating.

(Times Higher Education Supplement)
About the Author

Edward W. Said was one of the world's most celebrated, outspoken, and influential public intellectuals until
his death in 2003. He is the author of more than twenty books, including Humanism and Democratic
Criticism (Columbia, 2004), Freud and the Non-European (2003), Power, Politics, and Culture (2001),
Culture and Imperialism (1993), and Orientalism (1979).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Tebo:

The book Beginnings: Intention and Method give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may
use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Beginnings: Intention and
Method to become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open and read a guide
Beginnings:. Intention and Method. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So, how do you think about this guide?

Timothy M cCormack:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular



person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor hasto
answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Beginnings:
Intention and Method to read.

Christine Flint:

Exactly why? Because this Beginnings: Intention and Method is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of advantages
than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So, still want
to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Michelle Favors:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be go through. Beginnings: Intention and Method can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.
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