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Orlando Figes' The Whisperers is a groundbreaking account of daily life in the
chaotic and paranoid atmosphere of Stalinist Russia. Exploring the inner life of a
Russia where everyone was afraid to talk and society spoke in whispers, whether
to protect friends and family - or to betray them - Orlando Figes tells the story of
how Russians tried to endure life under Stalin's Terror. Where a junior worker
might inform on their superior to get their job; a husband to get rid of a lover; a
neighbour out of petty jealousy. Where living a double life became the norm and
yet, somehow, a few defied the state. Those who shaped the political system
became, very frequently, its victims. Those who were its victims were frequently
quite blameless. Drawing on hundreds of family archives from across the whole
spectrum of Russian society, The Whisperers recreates the sort of maze in which
Russians found themselves, where an unwitting wrong turn could either destroy a
family or, perversely, later save it: a society in which everyone spoke in whispers
- whether to protect themselves, their families, neighbours or friends - or to
inform on them. 'Wonderful ...an amazing panoramic view ...I 've rarely read
anything like it' Claire Tomalin 'Awesome ...one of the most unforgettable books
I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it without weeping at its human suffering,
cruelty and courage' Simon Sebag Montefiore, Mail on Sunday 'This is a heart-
rending book ...its importance cannot be overestimated ...This book should be
made compulsory reading in Russia today' Antony Beevor, author Of Stalingrad
'A masterful account of lost and stolen lives' Sunday Times Orlando Figes is
Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of London. He is the author
of Peasant Russia, Civil War, A Peoples Tragedy, Natasha's Dance and The
Whisperers. He lives in Cambridge and London. His books have been translated
into over twenty languages.
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Orlando Figes' The Whisperers is a groundbreaking account of daily life in the chaotic and paranoid
atmosphere of Stalinist Russia. Exploring the inner life of a Russia where everyone was afraid to talk and
society spoke in whispers, whether to protect friends and family - or to betray them - Orlando Figes tells the
story of how Russians tried to endure life under Stalin's Terror. Where a junior worker might inform on their
superior to get their job; a husband to get rid of a lover; a neighbour out of petty jealousy. Where living a
double life became the norm and yet, somehow, a few defied the state. Those who shaped the political
system became, very frequently, its victims. Those who were its victims were frequently quite blameless.
Drawing on hundreds of family archives from across the whole spectrum of Russian society, The Whisperers
recreates the sort of maze in which Russians found themselves, where an unwitting wrong turn could either
destroy a family or, perversely, later save it: a society in which everyone spoke in whispers - whether to
protect themselves, their families, neighbours or friends - or to inform on them. 'Wonderful ...an amazing
panoramic view ...I 've rarely read anything like it' Claire Tomalin 'Awesome ...one of the most unforgettable
books I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it without weeping at its human suffering, cruelty and courage'
Simon Sebag Montefiore, Mail on Sunday 'This is a heart-rending book ...its importance cannot be
overestimated ...This book should be made compulsory reading in Russia today' Antony Beevor, author Of
Stalingrad 'A masterful account of lost and stolen lives' Sunday Times Orlando Figes is Professor of History
at Birkbeck College, University of London. He is the author of Peasant Russia, Civil War, A Peoples
Tragedy, Natasha's Dance and The Whisperers. He lives in Cambridge and London. His books have been
translated into over twenty languages.
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Editorial Review

Review
Wonderful ... an amazing panoramic view ... I've rarely read anything like it Claire Tomalin Awesome ... one
of the most unforgettable books I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it without weeping at its human
suffering, cruelty and courage ... a celebration of family love in an epoch of hellish cruelty ... now in this
book these righteous heroes have their rightful memorial -- Simon Sebag Montefiore Mail on Sunday This is
a heart-rending book ... its importance cannot be overestimated ... This book should be made compulsory
reading in Russia today -- Antony Beevor, author of Stalingrad A masterful account of lost and stolen lives
Sunday Times Awesome ... one of the most unforgettable books I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it
without weeping at its human suffering, cruelty and courage ... a celebration of family love in an epoch of
hellish cruelty ... now in this book these righteous heroes have their rightful memorial -- Simon Sebag
Montefiore Mail on Sunday Awesome ... one of the most unforgettable books I have ever read. I defy anyone
to read it without weeping at its human suffering, cruelty and courage ... a celebration of family love in an
epoch of hellish cruelty ... now in this book these righteous heroes have their rightful memorial -- Simon
Sebag Montefiore Mail on Sunday

About the Author
Orlando Figes is Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of London. His books include A
People's Tragedy and Natasha's Dance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Conway:

The book Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Whisperers:
Private Life in Stalin's Russia? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Antonia Wagner:

The book untitled Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in
the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.



Rina Reese:

Beside this specific Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Irene Navarro:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia can make you sense more interested to
read.
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