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Award-winning journalist Elizabeth Becker started covering Cambodiain 1973
for The Washington Post, when the country was perceived as little more than a
footnote to the Vietham War. Then, with the rise of the Khmer Rouge in 1975
came the closing of the border and a systematic reorganization of Cambodian
society. Everyone was sent from the towns and cities to the countryside, where
they were forced to labor endlessly in the fields. The intelligentsiawere brutally
exterminated, and torture, terror, and death became routine. Ultimately, almost
two million people—nearly a quarter of the population—were killed in what was
one of this century's worst crimes against humanity.When the War Was Over is
Elizabeth Becker's masterful account of the Cambodian nightmare.
Encompassing the era of French colonialism and the revival of Cambodian
nationalism; 1950s Paris, where Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot received his
political education; the killing fields of Cambodia; government chambersin
Washington, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, Hanoi, and Phnom Penh; and the death of
Pol Pot in 1998; thisis abook of epic vision and staggering power. Merging
original historical research with the many voices of those who lived through the
times and exclusive interviews with every Cambodian leader of the past quarter
century, When the War Was Over illuminates the darkness of Cambodia with the
intensity of abolt of lightning.
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Award-winning journalist Elizabeth Becker started covering Cambodiain 1973 for The Washington Post,
when the country was perceived as little more than afootnote to the Vietnam War. Then, with the rise of the
Khmer Rouge in 1975 came the closing of the border and a systematic reorganization of Cambodian society.
Everyone was sent from the towns and cities to the countryside, where they were forced to labor endlessly in
thefields. The intelligentsia were brutally exterminated, and torture, terror, and death became routine.
Ultimately, almost two million people—nearly a quarter of the population—were killed in what was one of
this century's worst crimes against humanity.When the War Was Over is Elizabeth Becker's masterful
account of the Cambodian nightmare. Encompassing the era of French colonialism and the revival of
Cambodian nationalism; 1950s Paris, where Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot received his political education;
the killing fields of Cambodia; government chambers in Washington, Paris, Moscow, Beijing, Hanoi, and
Phnom Penh; and the death of Pol Pot in 1998; thisis a book of epic vision and staggering power. Merging
origina historical research with the many voices of those who lived through the times and exclusive
interviews with every Cambodian leader of the past quarter century, When the War Was Over illuminates the
darkness of Cambodia with the intensity of a bolt of lightning.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Elizabeth Becker's When the War Was Over: Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge Revolution is a heart-rending
history of modern Cambodia--a state whose people have, in the last 30 years, endured war, political
upheaval, international betrayal, and genocide. Beginning with the Khmer Rouge overthrow of the U.S.-
backed Lon Nol regimein 1975, Becker examines the historical patterns of violence and authority within
Cambodian culture that made the Khmer Rouge's slaughter of close to 2 million people possible.

Becker integrates interviews with Cambodian leaders and ordinary citizens with a penetrating analysis of the
politics of the cold war and humanitarianism. For example, she follows the story of Mey Komphot, a banker,
who, like millions of others, was displaced from his life in Phnom Penh and marched to a labor camp. She
also explores how the United States, as well as many states within the United Nations, refused to
acknowledge the forced departures and the killing in order to appease China's hunger for punishing
Vietnam's 1978 invasion of Cambodia. By contrasting the concerns of states with those of people, Becker
shows how the international order has repeatedly betrayed the people of Cambodia. When the War Was Over
is more than just an authoritative account of the Cambodian Revolution; Becker's trenchant portrait of the
dynamics of power and human suffering serves as awarning about how diplomatic imperatives can blunt the
United Nations' ability to preserve human rights and life. --James Highfill

From the Publisher

"Burnswith its own fire, the fire of a dedicated writer who witnessed the incomprehensible and worked long
and hard to comprehend it. It isindispensible for understanding our times and the noble and terrible sides of
modern man. It is apowerful and important book." (William Broyles, Jr., The Washington Post Book World)
"When the War Was Over is an extraordinary synthesis of journalism and scholarship. There's areportial
immediacy to much of the book while at the same time it has the virtue of historical perspective. . .. Thisis
an important, compelling, often touching book." (Strobe Talbott, author of Deadly Gambits) "Becker writes
history as history should be written." (Financial Times)

From the Author

"The current crisisin Cambodia cannot be understood without a thorough understanding of the Khmer
Rouge revolution, which iswhy | am updating and revising When the War Was Over. By bringing the
history up to date through the Hun Sen regime, | revisit the many questions still plaguing development and
justicein Asia."

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Hood:

Within other case, little persons like to read book When The War Was Over: Cambodia And The Khmer
Rouge Revolution, Revised Edition. Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that
we know about how is important the book When The War Was Over: Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge
Revolution, Revised Edition. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this



era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Donald Dickens;

The guide untitled When The War Was Over: Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge Revolution, Revised
Edition is the e-book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The author was did alot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of When The War
Was Over: Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge Revolution, Revised Edition from the publisher to make you
far more enjoy free time.

Phyllis Belser:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely When The War Was Over: Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge Revolution, Revised Edition.

Steve Henry:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying When The War Was Over:
Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge Revolution, Revised Edition that give your entertainment preference will
be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick When The War Was Over:
Cambodia And The Khmer Rouge Revolution, Revised Edition become your own starter.
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