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This study traces the evolution of imperialist ideology in Germany from
Bismarck in the mid-19th century through Hitler and the Third Reich. Although
much has been written about the virulently racist and anti-communist ideologies
of the Nazi party, this is the first book to treat Nazi imperialism as a separate
ideology and set it within a sturdy theoretical framework. Smith contends that
Nazi imperialism represented the last, ambitious attempt to integrate two
century-old ideologies--the elite, pro-industrial Weltpolitik and the popular-
based, pro-agrarian Lebensraum--into a single system. In fact, Smith argues that
it was largely the way in which the Nazis attempted to reconcile these
contradictory ideologies that explains Germany's disastrous policies during
World War II. This wide-ranging study also contributes to the debates over
several other aspects of German history, including German military aims in
World War II, the continuity--or discontinuity--of German policy from Bismarck
to Hitler, and the relation between ideology and social-political life.
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and set it within a sturdy theoretical framework. Smith contends that Nazi imperialism represented the last,
ambitious attempt to integrate two century-old ideologies--the elite, pro-industrial Weltpolitik and the
popular-based, pro-agrarian Lebensraum--into a single system. In fact, Smith argues that it was largely the
way in which the Nazis attempted to reconcile these contradictory ideologies that explains Germany's
disastrous policies during World War II. This wide-ranging study also contributes to the debates over several
other aspects of German history, including German military aims in World War II, the continuity--or
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political life.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Smith has written a scholarly and intelligent study of the nature and evolution of the ideologies of
imperialism in Germany during the century leading up to Nazi expansionism in World War II. He identifies
two distinct types or "aggregates" of imperialist ideas in German politics: a migrationist colonialism (later
Lebensraum) and an economic imperialism (later Weltpolitik), both of which evolved in the Wilhelmine
years and continued to influence policy through World War I, Weimar, and into the Nazi era. These
ideologies of imperialism, though logically inconsistent, were followed in various forms by the Nazis, and
culminated in the catastrophe of Hitler's war. This is an important, challenging, and difficult book,
recommended for academic libraries and collections with a German emphasis. James B. Street, Santa Cruz
P.L., Cal.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"An excellent study--probably the most thoughtful, detailed, and erudite account of this subject that has yet
been written."--American Historical Review

"Teachers of contemporary European history will find that Smith's book contains a great deal of fascinating
material as well as many stimulating ideas. The book is based on impressive research."--The History Teacher

"Fascinating...Includes a most interesting analysis of the structure and functions of ideologies."--New York
Review of Books

"A splendid synthesis of the numerous detailed studies of German chauvinism."--Journal of Modern History

"A significant contribution...A prodigiously researched, cogently argued, and forcefully written book that
deserves wide attention."--Journal of Interdisciplinary History

About the Author
Woodruff D. Smith is at University of Texas, San Antonio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Gerald Warfield:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Ideological Origins of Nazi
Imperialism book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Katrina Scofield:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism can be your answer since it can be read by an individual
who have those short extra time problems.

Loren Hatmaker:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top list in
your reading list is The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Thomas Busch:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism can make you feel more interested to read.
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